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larity which has excited in many minds 
a doubt as to her ultir;2te success in 
this country. It is well known that 
many causes of disagreement and jea- 
lousy have at various times sprung up 
between the two countries, and as man- 
kind are ever prone to associate in their 
prejudices, things that have no connex- 
ion with each other, this feeling of jea- 
lousy has been suffered to extend itself 
to the church. And liow difficult it is 
to eradicate impressions of this nature, 
we all are sensible. ‘They oftentimes 
descend from generation to generation, 
even after the original causes of them 


but irresistibly works her way, and, in 
so doing, overturns frem their founda- 
Vor. Vit. 


asunder, and proceeds onwards to fulfil 
her destined purpose of forming that 
boundless ocean of knowledge which is 
one day ‘to cover the earth as the wa- 
ters cover the sea.” 

It is on the certainty of the ultimate 
triumph of truth that the friends of the 
Episcopal Church build their hopes of 
her future prosperity and success. ‘They 
know that she has had, and still has to 
encounter many obstacles, to combat 
strong and inveterate prejudices, and to 
work her way many times through the 
darkness of ignorance. But they feel 
assured that these impediments will 
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siderations which, we think, will lead to 


this course. Already, indeed, has the 
incuiry in some measure gene forth, 
and we feel assured that wherever it 
has, the result will be favourable to the 
church. 

Building our hopes of the prosperity 
of the church upon the ultimate triumph 
of the cause of truth, let us take a brief 
survey of. those material points in which 
we difler irom other Protestant deno- 
minations, and which, resting as we 
think upon a sure foundation, will, in 
time, under the divine blessing, be the 
means of her increase. 

I. We think there is hardly any truth 
better attested, than that the original 
constitution of the ministry was that 
which the Episcopal Church now pos- 
sesses. Scripture and antiquity both 
clearly assert, that the ministry esta- 
blished by the apostles consisted of three 
grades, to the highest of which exclu- 
sively belonged the right of investing 
with the ministerial commission. And 
history also declares, that with this 
grade the right remained undisputed for 
fifteen hundred years. Now there can 
hardly be a doubt that in time the Chris- 
tian world generally will be disposed to 
give to this truth itsdue weight. Look- 
ing abroad, and viewing the multiplied 
denominations that exist, and ‘which, 
by their differences, so dreadfully rend 
the body. of Christ, and’ cherishing an 
earnest desire to ascertain where the 
true church is to be found, they will di- 
ligently inquire for the good old ways 
—they will turn their attentign to the 
primitive church—they will “®arch of 
the fathers” in the full assurance that 
there can be no safer way by which to 
arrive at the truth. They will reason 
thus—* The primitive church must 
surely have been, formed agreeably to 
the directions of Jesus Christ. and his 
apostles. We cannot admit the idea 
that the immediate successors of these 
inspired teachers should have deviated 
from the example set them. They were 
many of them martyrs to the cause of 
truth, and therefore too sincere and dis- 
interested to forsake the path marked out 
to them by their divine Master and his 
servants. Show us then the good old 
way in which they walked, and we will 
follow.” Such being their determina- 
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tion, who can doubt as to the church 
in which they will make their resting- 
lace. 

If. Another important point in which 
we differ from other Protestant deno- 
minations, and in which we think we 
clearly have the advantage, is the pub- 
lic service of the church. We know 
there are some who think that it is our 
form of prayer which tends in some de- 
gree to render our church unpopular. 
We grant it in part, but we cannot but 
think that’ the objection is principally 
confined-to the ignorant and. the preju- 
diced. To us, the advantages of forms 
of prayerare so many, and so great, that 
we are surprised any persons of candid 
and well-informed minds should hesi- 
tate to give them the preference. They 
certainly have antiquity in their favour ; 
and when we reflect how much supe- 
rior they must almost necessarily be 
to the extemporary effusions of most 
preachers—what a firm barrier they 
affurd against the admission of heretical 
doctrines into the church, and how 
great are the advantages of the laity 
who use them—they being not depend- 


ent upon the caprice of their ministers: 


as to what they shall pray, but having 
prayers of their own, and with which 
they are well acquainted—we also 
think, that when the light of knowledge 
shall have spread more generally, the 
prejudices now entertained against them 
will vanish, and Christians will prefer 
the church in which they are retained. 

III. Another point in which we differ. 
from many denominations of Protest- 
ants, is dectrine, and in this we think 
also that our church clearly has the ad- 
vantage. She has observed.a singular 
moderation in the articles of faith pro- 
posed to her members. In them we 


Jook in vain for the harsh, doctrines of. 


Calvinism—those gloomy decrees that 
strip man of his free-agency, end reduce 
him to a mere machine, guided and con- 
trolled by a foreign and unseen impulse. 
We look in vain for the extravagant 
and enthusiastic doctrines of instantane- 
ous conversion, the perfection of Chris- 
tians, and that assurance which is the 
eflect of a-special communication of the 
Spirit of God—and in vain do we look 
for the cold and heartless tenets by 
which the Saviour is stript of his divi 
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mity, and man left without an atone- 
ment. She has avoided, with great 
care, that enthusiasm which pretends to 
too intimate a communion with the 
Spirit of truth; that presumptuous spi- 
rit which would pry too closely into the 
secret counsels of the Almighty; and 
that spirit of freethinking which would 
bring down every thing in the revela- 
tion of Jehovah to the level of man’s 
feeble reason. And who does not see 
that her doctrines must, the more they 
are studied, secure the good-will and 
approbation of mankind? Atreatiy 
have they afforded a-refuge to many 
minds that have become dissatisfied 
with the principles of Calvinism; and 
we find, in consequence thereof, the 
teachers of these harsh doctrines, in 
very many cases, changing their 
ground—either abandoning them alto- 
gether, or inculcating what they term 
moderate Calvinism. The case, in 
some measure, is the same with the 
doctrines of perfeetion, conversion, &<, 
The minds of Christians generakiy are 
better informed on these points, and 
ihey more easily detect the fallacies of 
those who inculcate them. These are 
proofs of the gradual progress of know- 
Jedge, and of the improvement of the 
human mind; and they afford us a ra- 
tional expectation, that the time will 
eome, when the doctrines of the Epis- 
copal Church will be acknowledged to 
come nearer to that “ faith which was 
once delivered to the saints,” than those 
of any other. : 
Under the article of doctrines may 
beincluded another circumstance,which 
we think wili promote the prosperity of 
the church—and that is, the sentiments 
she holds on the subject of baptism. 
How widely are the other dezomina- 
tions of Protestants in this country de- 
parting from the primitive belief on this 
subject? How many of them strip it 
indeed of its sacramental character, and 
reduce it to a mere “ beggarly element, 
a form without substance, a body with- 
out spirit, a sign without signification ?” 
How fast is the practice gaining ground 
of denying it to any but the children of 
communicants ?>—thereby causing that 
many, very many children grow up un- 
baptized, and that many likewise die 
in that state? The tendency of this 
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practice is, in the first place, to lead te 
the doctrine of the Baptists, and by 
lessening the importance of the rite, 
gradually to weaken the oblig ation under 
which mankind have heretofore felt 
themselves to observe the sacraments of 
theChristian church; and thus, secondly, 
to lead to a total rejection of them, or 
to ‘the adoption of Quaker principles. 
But Christians generally will stop short 
of this point. They will pause before 
they reach an extreme so far removed 
from the true doctrines and principles 
of the Christian religion. ‘They will 
inquire first into the principles of the 
Episcopal Church on this subject, and 
will find that she retains the primitive 
and scriptural doctrine—that she con- 
siders baptism as a sacrament in the 
true sense of the term, consisting of an 
outward and visible sign, and an in- 
ward and spiritual grace, by means 
whereof we are admitted into the 
church of Christ, and entitled to the 
blessings of the Christian covenant, if 
we fulfil its conditions—and that, there- 
fore, she dare not refuse it to the chil- 
dren of those parents who profess to 
believe in the Christian religion, and 
feel themselves under obligation to 
obey its laws. We believe that many 
persong have already attached them- 
selves to the Episcopal Church, from a 
firm conviction of the soundness of her 
doctrines on this subject.—While on 
this topic we cannot avoid a reflection. 
How difficult, indeed how impossible 
is it for men, when they have left the 
right path, to fix a limit to their wan- 
derings ? One departure leads to ano- 
ther, that toa third, and so on, until 
the travellers begin to be alarmed at 
the course they are pursuing, and turn- 
ing back, they rest not satisfied until 
they have regained the good old way 
1V. Another excellent feature of the 
Episcopal Church, and which we think 
will ultimately tend to the promotion of 
her prosperity, is the form of her go- 
vernment. By this we do not mean 
merely the division of her ministry into 
three distinct grades, although the con- 
stitution of her ministry enters essenti- 
ally into her form of government. We 
allude to the division and distribution 
of power in her legislative assemblies 
Her highest ecclesiastical council con 
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sists of two bodies, which have a nega- 
tive on each other’s proceedings. The 
house of bishops also being composed 
of grave men, of men who naturally 
from their station feel upon themselves 
a greater responsibility than the rest of 
the clergy—being likewise from their 
age, and the smallness of their numbers, 
free from the danger of popular ex- 
citement, may properly be considered 
as the ark of our safetv— as affording 
at all times a firm barrier against the 
adoption of rash and violent counsels. 
In this view, it is certainly a most 
invaluable part of our system. Consi- 
der also the influence of the bishops in 
the several dioceses over which they 
preside. They form centres of union 
for both the clergy and laity.. The 
mild influence of their paternal autho- 
rity is felt in many cases. When dif- 
ficuliies arise, and advice is wanted, 
their flocks know where to go for assist- 
ance; and when it is necessary that the 
power of the church should be exer- 
cised, they constitute the executive of- 
ficers who are bound to administer it. 
Churchmen ought to rejoice in the 
excellent form of ecclesiastical govern- 
ment which they possess—a govern- 
ment at once free from the tumultuous 
preceedings of a democracy, and the 
oppressive influence of an absolute mo- 
narchy. It has been compared, and 
with great propriciy, to the government 
of the United States—her house of bi- 
shops corresponding to the senate, and 
the house of clerical and Jay deputies 
to the lower house of congress. And 
that her constitution comes near to that 
of the primitive church, we have the 
best of evidence. Sishop Horne has 
said, that if the apostle Paul should re- 
visit the earth, he would recognize, in 
the Scottish Episcopal Church, the one 
that came nearest to that which he had 
assisted in establishing, and we all know 
how closely the Scottish and American 
churches resemble each other. The 
great Barrow, also, after a careful in- 
quiry into the primitive church, de- 
clared that its government was very si- 
milar to that of the States of Holland, 
as it was in his time, that is, a confede- 
ration of republics.* Were Barrow 





* ‘This opinion of Barrow’s may be found in 
‘his * Treatise of the Pope’s Supremacy.” 


living in our day, would he not say, 
that the Episcopal Church in this coun- 
try is fashioned after the pattern set us 
by the primitive church ? 

Having stated some of the principal 
causes which we think will promote 
the prosperity of the Episcopal Church 
in this country, let us now see whether 
these causes have so far operated in 
any degree to her benefit. 

Hitherto our church has not made so 
rapid a progress as we may hereafter 
look for. The principal cause of this is 
general'y known, namely, the want of 
ministers. While, at the close of the 
revolutionary war, all other denomina- 
tions possessed a supply of clergymen 
generally sufficient for their wants, the 
Episcopal Church was left destitute. 
The consequence was, that many of 
her me : bers, despairing of ever enjoy- 
ing the ministrations of the word and 
urdinances in their own church, left 
her, and joined other denominations, 
et, notwithstanding this, wherever she 
has had the good fortune to possess a 
faithful ministry, she has increased, and 
in many cases the increase has beer 
greater, and of a more permanent cast, 
than that of the denominations around 
her. Her progress in the state of 
Connecticut has been generally appeal- 
ed to—and jastly—as a proof that she 
possesses the principles of stability and 
increase. When we consider that that 
state was originally peopled by persons 
who were by no’means friendly to the 
church, by many who indeed left Great 
Britain for the express ‘purpose of 
escaping from what they called the per- 
secutions of her church, it cannot but 
excite the surprise of those who are un- 
acquainted with the cause, that the 
Episcopal Church sheald at this day 
have a better footing there than in any 
other state. The number of her minis- 
ters and members, compared with the 
population, is greater in that state than 
in any other-in the Union. The in- 
crease also has been uniform, and the 
cause in most cases the’ same—a con- 
viction of the superior claims of the 
church as to her ministry, doctrines, 
worship, &c. 

If we extend our views to other parts 
of the Union, we shall find the result 
to have been in several cases the same. 
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Wherever, indeed, she has raised her 
banners, wherever she has sent her mi- 
nisters, she has flourished. We now 
find them dispersed over the whole 
United States, although, in many places, 
not in suffieiént numbers. ‘ 

. Another circumstance that would 
seem to afford strong proof that the 
Episcopal Church is destined to in- 
crease in the United States, is the num- 
ber of clergymen, who, from other de- 
nominations, have joined her commu- 
nion. Those who indulge the belief 
that Providence is preparing a train of 
secondary causes to further the growth 
of the church, cannot fail to include 
this among them. She counts now 
among the labourers in her vineyard 
many who originally belonged to other 
denominations, and who have submit- 
ted to a reordination at the hands of her 
spiritual rulers—while the instances are 
rare indeed of clergymen ef this church 
deserting her communion for the pur- 
pose of entering into other vineyards. 
These accessions, too, have taken 
place at a time when she was most in 
want—when she was in a state of weak- 
ness—when her sheep were scattered 
abroad without shepherds, and when 
many persons began to despair of her 
existence. Generally speaking also, 
they have sprung from conscientious 
scruples concerning the validity of the 
ordination they had previously receiv- 
ed. There could indeed be scarcely 
any other motive for entering. the 


- church. She is not as large nor. as 


powerful as some other denominations, 
nor are the livings in her gift generally 
as good. But the voice of truth pre- 
vailed, and they resolved at all hazards 
to obey it. 

We could dwell longer on this point, 
but the length to which we have already 
extended our observations, warns us 
that it is time to revert to the last to- 
pic which we wish to bring into view 
at present—the means whereby the 
prosperity of the church is to be pro- 
moted. 

If the foregoing remarks are correct, 
churchmen will learn never to despair 
of their Zion. On the other hand, they 
will cherish for her a sincere attach- 
inent—an attachment founded on the 
belief that she is a plant nourished and 





The Progress of the Church. 165 


protected by the Almighty ; and they 
will derive therefrom a strong excite- 
ment to do all the good they can to 
their household of faith. Let us always 
remember, that however strong may be 
our conviction that the religious system 
we support is the one which was esta- 
blished by the apostles, and is nurtured 
and defended by the Head of the churci, 
yet we are the instruments in Ais hands 
to accomplish his purposes—that we 
“must plant, and we must water,” or 
there will be no fruit. ‘The operations 
of Providence in the spiritual world are 
similar to what they are in the natural. 
In both cases we must toil and labour, 
and eat our bread in the sweat of our 
brow. 

What then is the course to be pur- 
sued by us? 

ist. It must, we think, be evident, 
from the observations which have been 
already made, that one of the most im- 
portant means of extending the influ- 
ence of the church in this country, is 
the inculcation of her distinguishing 
principles. We know indeed what a 
great difference of opinion exists on this 
subject even among the members of the 
church. But surely if there is any such 
thing as judging from experience, we 
must admit that this is a point which 
cannot with safety be neglected. In 
what way do other denominations suc- 
ceed? How have the Methedists and 
the Baptists been able to bring so many 
converts into their respective churches ? 
And what has been the principal cause 
of the success of the Episcopal Church 
in those places where she has flourish- 
ed? Does experience show that the 
inculcation of her peculiar tenets has 
had a tendency to obstruct her progress, 
orto render her unpopular? It may 
have been the case in a few instances. 
But what has been the general effect ? 
Undoubtedly of a kind favourable to 
the church. Let us advert to one or 
two of the results that are already ma- 
nifest to the most careless observer. 
Great exceptions were taken a few 
years since, by other denominations, to 
the inculcation by churchmen, of their 
peculiar principles ; while they, at the 
Same time, were by no means backward 
in the exercise of the same practice. 
But what is the case now? The right 
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seems to be at last almost quietly con- 
ceded to us. 

Again, the clergy of the church now 
use very different language on the sub- 
ject of her distinguishing principles, 
from what they did twenty years ago. 
A new era, in this respect, has arisen, 
which is unquestionably to be attributed 
to the example which a few courageous 
leaders set them. That very contro- 
versy, in the diocess of New-York, 
which was carried on about a dozen 
years since, and which was exclaimed 
against by many, even of the friends of 
the church, as unnecessary and injuri- 
ous, has had the effect of exciting new 
zeal throughout the whele church. It 
has roused the courage of her friends— 
has dispelled that timidity which teo 
frequently before that period pressed 
upon the minds of her clergy and laity, 
and enabled them to raise their heads 
in a fearless competition with other de- 
nominations. Let then churchmen 
hereafter pursue the same course. Let 
them hold up to view the principles 
wherein we differ from others—tlet them 
inculcate without fear their antiquity 
and their excellence. Let them, indeed, 
(and we think this consideration wor- 
thy of deep attention,) temper their zeal 
with prudence. Let them, as wise 
men, observe the times and seasons 
when they may feed with milk or with 
strong meat. But let them see that the 
work be done. Every motive drawn 
from a sense of duty, or even of policy, 
urges to this course. Do they believe 
that their church is formed upon the 
apostolic model? How then can they 
fail to inculcate her principles? And 
when contemplating the means used by 
other denominations to promote their 
prosperity, can they fail to see that the 
abandonment of her peculiar doctrines, 
or, which is the same thing, the neglect 
of enforcing them, will be, in fact, an 
abandonment of their church ? 

To the inculcation of the peculiar 
principles of the church, and the pro- 
motion of her prosperity from this 
source, we must look principally to the 
clergy. But there are other very im- 
portant means of increasing the strength 
ef the church, for the furnishing of 
which we must depend almost wholly 
wpon the laity—and these are the sup- 
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port ofall her public institutions. These 
institutions are various, and they all have 
a claim upon the regard of every mem- 
ber of the church. Would to God we 
could see a becoming spirit in this re- 
spect excited throughout our countr 

—that we could behold the wealthy 
coming forward, and lending their aid 
freely to the support of seminaries for 
the education of our ministry, and the 
establishment ef funds for missionary 
purposes, and the sepport of bishops. 
Each of these objects is all-important, 
and they must each one be effected, or 
our church will suffer. We cannot, at 
this time, go into a detail of the bene- 
fits that would result from their ac- 
complishment—but we would remind 
episcopaliays throughout our country, 
that their church now is in a peculiar 
situation. She is, as it were, ascending 
a rugged hill, and will for ‘some time 
need the aid of all her friends. Many 
are the obstacles that meet her in her 
progress. Let then those who wish her 
well, put forth their strength to sustain 
and animate her, and let them remem- 
ber, for their encouragemeht, that by so 
doing, they will be imitating the exam- 
ple of him who “ loved the church, and 
gave himself for it.” | 

Lhe Country Clergyman.. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the 


Thirty-fifth Annual Convention of 


the Diocess of South-Carolina, held 

in St. Michael’s Church, Charleston, 

on the 19th, 20th, and 21st of Febru- 

ary, 1823. 

Te convention was composed of the 
Right Rev. Bishop Bowen, sixteen pres- 
byters, five deacons, and thirty-five lay 
delegates, representing eighteen pa- 
rishes. 

It was opened with morning prayer, 
conducted by the Rev. Francis P. De- 
lavaux, rector of St. Matthew’s parish ; 
an appropriate sermon by the Rev. 
Maurice H. Lance, rector of Prince 
George, Winyaw ; and the administra- 
tion of the holy communion by the bi- 
shop. 

The Rev. Frederick Dalcho, M. D. 
was elected secretary and treasurer. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Gadsden, 
the thanks of the convention were pre~ 








1 PPTs 








Fun 


str 


ne 


th 
he 


hi 












































se 
ive 


the 
of 
eld 
fon, 
rue 


the 


lay 
pe 


er, 
De- 
sh 5 
ev. 
nce 
lra- 


bi- 
D. 


len, 








— 





—_— 


Fune;1823.] 


sented to the Rev. Mr. Lance, for his 
appropriate and zealous discourse de- 
livered before them this day. 

The following gentlemen were duly 
appointed delegates to the General 
Convention:—The Rey. Christopher 
E. Gadsden, D. D. the Rev. Allston 
Gibbes, the Rev. Maurice H. Lance, the 
Rev. Milward Pogson, Col. Lewis Mor- 
ris, William Heyward, Gouverneur M. 
Wilkins, the Hon. Benjamin Huger. 

Confermably with the 45th canon of 
the General Coavention, “ providing 
for an accurate view of the state of the 
church,” the Right Rev. Bishop Bowea 
delivered the following address :— 


My Drethren of the Clergy, and 
of the Laity, 


“ The affairs of the church, since the 
last annual convention,” which it is 
made my duty to state to you at this, 
embrace nothing calculated to mark 
our diocesan ecclesiastical year with 
striking or peculiar interest. With an 
uninterrupted harmony and order, and, 
as I would fain trust, in a godly quiet- 
ness, we have been permitted to pursue 
the ordinary business of the courts of 
the Lord’s house ; and if, on the one 
hand, no new and distinguishing bless- 
ings, from the Spirit, by which the whole 
body of the church is governed and 
sanctified, have seemed. to attend its 
aperations, we are not, on the other, 
called to mingle our sorrowings on any 
remarkable subject of afiliction or ca- 
‘amity to our church. 

The official visitation duty to which 
I am obliged by the 20th canon has, in 
the year past, been in some manner 
done with respect to Christ ehurch pa- 
rish, St. Stephen’s, St. Matthew’s, St. 
Philip’s, and St. Paul’s, in this city ;. 
All-Saints, Waccamaw ; Prince George, 
Winyaw, Georgetown; St. Helena’s 
church, Beaufort ; St. Bartholomew’s, 
and St. Luke’s. Confirmation has been 
administered in the five first named of 
the parishes visited,and in St. Michael’s. 
‘The whole number of persons this year 
confirmed is about two hundred. 

The ordinations of the year have 
been. that of the Rev. R. Dickinson, 
immediately after the adjournment of 
the last convention, a priest; of Mr. 
Edward Phillips, ef this eitv, ia March. 
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a deacon; of the Rev. David I. Camp- 
bell, and Henry Gibbes, in April, 
priests, the first at Pineville chapel, St. 
Stephen’s,the other at All Saintschurch, 
Waccamaw ; that of the Rev. Edward 
Rutledge, at Strawberry chapel, in St. 
John’s, Berkley, a priest,in December ; 
and, very recently, that of Mr. Mellish 
J. Motte, of this city, adeacon. Mr. 
Dickiason was continuing, when the 
last official intelligence was received, to 
serve 2s the Protestant Episcopal So- 
ciety’s missionary at Pendleton. Mr. 
Phillips has, since his ordination, been, 
for the most part, very usefully em- 
ployed in this city as a domestic mis- 
sionary, under an engagement with the 
Charleston Protestant Episcopal Do- 
mestic Missionary Society ; which, con- 
sisting of respectable pious female mem- 
bers of the church, is characterised by 
a zeal of Christian charity as prudent 
as it is unostentatious, and adorned 
with the meek and quiet spirit which is 
of so great price in the sight of God. 
Mr. Rutledge has-accepted the charge 
of St. Thomas’s parish; and Mr. 
Motte has officiated on a short tour of 
missionary service in St. Paul’s. and St. 
Bartholomew’s parishes, under an ap- 
pointment authorized by a resolution 
of the board of trustees of the Society 
for the Advancement of Christianity in 
South-Carolina. 

Since the last convention, the Rev. 
Mr, Gilbert has resigned the charge of 
the church on Edisto, and accepted 
that of Grace church, Sullivan’s Island ; 
being at the same time very usefully 
occupied, under the most respectable 
circumstances, with the academic in- 
struction of youth in this-city. The 
Rev. Mr. Osborne, formerly of Edisto, 
has returned to the charge of the church 
there : but his.certificate of dismission 
from the diocess from which he has re- 
moved into this, as required by the 
Slst canon, has from some accidenta! 
circumstances not yet been received. 
The Rev. Mr. Yan Pelt, ordained priest 
at Philadelphia, by virtue of letters di- 
missory from this diooess, has, since 
the last convention, accepted an ap- 
pointment from the vestry of St. Luke’s 
parish, by which he is regularly con- 
nected as one of ifs presbyters with 
this portion of the church. The Bev. 
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Mr. Walker, from Maryland, is serving 
St. Helena’s church, Beaufort, having 
been canonically received by the vestry 
to the charge of it in December last.— 
It is, however, learned by communica- 
tion from himself, that he does not con- 
template continuing there. The Rev. 
Mr. Taylor, who was reported at the 
last convention as the minister during 
the winter and spring of the church at 
North-Santee, has accepted a similar 
appointment for the present year. The 
Rey Mr. Barlow, of New-York, who 
has removed hither for the season, with 
a view to the benefit of a temporary 
change of climate, having been warmly 
commended to the kindness and esteem 
of his brethren here by his own dio- 
cesan, is officiating ut Claremont ; and, 
although under cireumstancesunfavour- 
rable to much active exertion, is ren- 
dering essential and highly acceptable 
service to the interest to which, as a 
minister of Christ, he is devoted. 

It is with very happy emotions that 
I find it my duty to mention to you an 
effort of liberal zeal within our commu- 
nion worthy to awaken a common feel- 
ing among us of grateful exultation. At 
Pendleton, where a missionary of the 
Society for the Advancement of Chris- 
tianity has been employed for the last 
few years, a neat and convenient build- 
ing has been erected for our worship 
by the exertions of a few individuals,* 
trom the sacred use of which, we are 
encouraged to hope, that the name 
of God will, according to our mode 
of worshipping him, be honoured by 
some respectable portion at least of our 
fellow-citizens in that remote portion of 
the state. ‘To the general personal ex- 
ertions and sacrifices of Col. Thomas 
Pinckney, I feel it incumbent on me to 
state the success of this good work, of 
which the amiable modesty of his true 
zeal for the church would have forbid- 
den him to be proclaimed as in any 
degree the author, is, under God, great- 
ly to be ascribed. 

In adducing this instance of good, 
resulting in no small share from the 





*¢of “T. Pinckney, Mr. B. Dupree, Dr. 
Hall, Mr. ‘Valiaferro, Col. Calhoun, Col. War- 
ren, and Dr. T. Dart, with a few others, are 
the e who formed und carried into effect tbis 
mous purpese. 
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measures of the Protestant Episcopal 
Society for the Advancement of Chris- 
tianity, in addition to the many which 
on former occasions have been report- 
ed to you, Tam reminded to mention, 
that at Chatham, where there is an 
episcopal church, long, until within a 
few years, disused by episcopalians, 
the Rev. Mr. Wright, of Wadesborough, 
in North-Carolina, is officiating as the 
society’s missionary with a good pro- 
spect of usefulness. His prudent and 
pious deportment in behalf of a com- 
munion which there has few compara- 
tively to own it, is represented as al- 
ready happily operating to conciliate 
the unfriendly, and to animate such as 
are attached to it to hope that they may 
be permitted fully to enjoy their pro- 
per religious privileges. The organiza- 
tion of the church has taken place so 
far as the election of vestrymen and 
wardens is necessary to it; and a dele- 
gate been appointed to attend this con- 
vention. At present there seems to be 
a propriety in their granting to another 
denomination, who have used the 
building, the continuance of some stated 
use of it for the purposes of their wor- 
ship. As, however, nothing can be 
more obvious, than the evil of the use 
in common by different denominations 
of the same religious edifice ; it is to be 
hoped that mutually satisfactory pro- 
vision will, before long, be made te 
render this arrangement neither neces- 
sary nor desired. Christianity is scarce- 
ly in any thing so liable to be wounded 
in the house of its friends as by mea- 
sures which thus force those into colli- 
sion, who, duly separated, might cha~ 
ritably abide in concord. This comes 
unavoidably of the infirmity of our na- 
ture; and it is a kind of treachery to 
the cause of religion, unnecessarily te 
provoke such infirmity, in counterac-- 
tion of its spirit of love, joy, and peace. 

“ The affairs of the diocess, since the 
last convention,” require me ne further 
to oceupy you. You will permit me, 
however, to subjoin some notices of 
other matters generally interesting to 
us, and one or two suggestions in the 
way of the counsel, which constitutes 
an indispensable duty of the relation in 
which I appear before you here. 

The General Seminary, instituted ix 
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1818, and placed under the most au- 
spicious circumstances at New-York, 
in 1821, becomes more and more wor- 
thy of a large share of the affectionate 
solicitude with which it becomes us to 
be always intent upon the interests of 
our church. Under the conduct of 
professors learned and zealous, labori- 
ous and faithful, many candidates for 
the ministry are prosecuting in it their 
preparation for future usefulness; and 
as among them there are several be- 
longing to this diocess, we are to con- 
sider ourselves now in the actual expe- 
rience of the promised benefits of such 
an institution. Yet it is not permitted 
me to congratulate you on any new ac- 
cessions to the means of giving enlarge- 
ments to the plan of the institution, or 
of carrying into full effect the plan on 
which at its organization it was contem- 
plated that itshould proceed. Several of 
those whose timeis usefully devoted to its 
business, are still gratuitously bearing 
the burden, superadded to much of other 
care and toil appertaining to the stations 
they occupy in the church; some are 
tabouring for very inconsiderable com- 
pensation of their services, and none of 
them are adequately remunerated. We, 
therefore, have still to state to you, how 
reasonably this most important design 
demands, at the hands of the inembers 
of our church, who have not yet per- 
mitted it to profit of their liberality, the 
utmost aid it may be in their power to 
afford it; and of any that they be not 
weary, with respect to it, of well-doing. 
The honourable example which is be- 
fore us, in the conduct of our Christian 
brethren of the Presbyterian and other 
persuasions, seems yet to have taken 
too litle effect. We find no remarka- 
ble benefaction to the funds of the 
seminary placed on the records of the 
vear, excepting that of one pious mem- 
ber of the church at Troy, in New- 
York, who bequeathed to it ¢ 2,000, 
tor the endowment therein, according 
to the constitution, of a scholarship. It 
is painful to seem to be importunate on 
the subject; yet I cannot forbear to 
yuote to you here part of a seasonavle 
und judicious appeal of the learned pro- 
tessor of Biblical literature in the insti- 
tution, found in an address recently de- 
tivered by him, in the hope of extend- 
Vou. VIL. 
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ing it to more in this diocess than it 
otherwise might reach :—‘ Admitting, 
as you do,” says he, “ not merely the 
general truths of Christianity, but 
avowing also the excellence of that mo- 
dification of it which we profess to de- 
fend, I trust it is not a matter of indif- 
ference to you, whether the church of 
your forefathers shall maintain in this 
country that influence among other 
Christian churches which her character 
merits. Ignoranee of her doctrines, 
and misapprehension of the nature of 
her discipline, have contributed to pro- 
pagate gross errors, which the preju- 
dices of early education and the intlu- 
ence of venerated example have served 
to strengthen; but these causes have 
greatly diminished in their influence; 
and as it has been proved by the test of 
experience, so is it now acknowledged 
by many of the enlightened and inpare 
tial of all Christian denominations, that 
ihe institutions and usages of the epis- 
copal church, are no less favourable to 
a well regulated republican form of gu- 
vernment, and no less conducive to the 
advancement of sound morals and ge- 
nuine piety, than those of any other. 
It is but consistent that we, as church- 
men, should esteem them peculiarly 
excellent; but permit me to repeat the 
sentiment before expressed, that the in- 
stitutions of our church will never com- 
mand suitable respect among the com- 
munity in general, unless they are il- 
lustrated by respectable talent and un- 
affected piety; and, as it is the design 
of the seminary to advance these es- 
sential objects, it may properly look to 
the members of the episcopal church 
for protection and support.”’—“ Our ob- 
ject is, by a thorough course of theolo- 
gical instruction, and by a constant in- 
culeation of duty, and a vigorous main- 
tenance of discipline, to endeavour, to 
the best of our ability, to cherish the 
piety of our pupils, in order to send then 
forth as ‘workmen that need not be 
ashamed.’ And in this object are the 
members of our church willing to co- 
operate by their influence, by their 
prayers, by their wealth? Let it not 
be thought that aid from the last men- 
tioned source is not required. It is ab- 
solutely necessary to place the insti- 
tution on a tolerably respectable foot 
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ing, and to subserve the grand interests 
to which it directs its efforts. Some- 
thing has been done, but much remains 
to be effected. If our members are 
not willing thus to co-operate, then let 
it be acknowledged, either, that the 
plan of the institution is radically 


wrong, thus questioning the wisdom of 


our highest ecclesiastical council, or 
that episcopalians are deficient in zeal 
for the interests of their church, and 
less influenced by religious considera- 
tions than other Christian communi- 
ties. Whatever may be the result, the 
speaker will not come to either of these 
conclusions, until an appeal not only to 
the rich of this world, but to every in- 
dividual of the church whose circum- 
stances enable him to give any thing, 
however little, shall by its failure have 
extorted from hini the lamentation, 
‘how is the gold become dim, and the 
find gold changed.’ ” 

In natural connexion with the sub- 
ject of education for the ministry, I am 
led to advert to an institution created 
by our last General Convention, hav- 
ing for its object the propagation of the 
gospel by the labours of clergymen em- 
ployed as missionaries. This pious de- 
sign, which has lately presented its 
claims to the attention of this portion of 
the church through a duly recognized 
agent, will find, I fear, the chief obsta- 
cle to its suceess in the too small num- 
ber of persons seeking in our ministry 
to devote themselves to the service of 
the Lord. In the success of our semi- 
nary, and its accompanying facilities 
and encouragements to the nurture of 
men for such a work, we might see the 
prospect opening on us, of an answer 
to the prayer which the faithful, in the 
contemplation of the great and wide 
scene of spiritual necessity, as well with- 
in the borders of our own country as 
beyond them, spread out before their 
view, are, I doubt not, with anxious fer- 
vent constancy, sending up before the 
Lord of the harvest, that he would send 
forth labourers into his harvest. 

Education, in its relation to the in- 
terests of our church, is still, in another 
view of it, a subject of unspeakable 
concern in the thoughts of him who ad- 
dresses you. He has long painfully 
contemplated it as the misfortune of 
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this church, remediable only by an ef 
fort of zeal which circumstances seem- 
ed to forbid to be expected, that the 
whole process of the academical educa- 
tion of its youth should be conducted 
under influences at variance with the 
priaciples which distinguish its com- 
munion. He considers this a fot not 
more to be hamented than it is extra- 
ordinarily peculiar. He is reasonably 
anxious that he may not on this subs 
ject be misconceived. He glories in 
the real liberality of sentiment and con- 
duct with respect to other Christian so- 
cieties which, he sincerely believes, in 
an eminent degree, to characterize that 
of which he is one. He deprecates, at 
the same time, ‘the effects of such an er- 
roneous liberality as would make that 
to be regarded with indifference here 
which among all others is cherished as 
aconcern of high and sacred import- 
ance. That the education of their own 
youth, under circumstances the most 
favourable to their continuing im their 
own religious principles, is so cherished 
by all deseriptions of Christian people, 
with the exception of Protestant episco- 
palians in these states, he asserts with 
a confidence that needs no qualifica- 
tion. Permit me, then, respectfully and 
affectionately, to submit the question, 
can we be thus excepted consistently 
with a sound’ and rational, however 
moderate preference of the Christian 
doetrine and discipline under which our 
particular religious profession ranks us ? 
Must not such a preference, where it 
really exists, naturally and inseparably 
associate with it an anxiety that the 
principles we profess should be those 
in which our children, and the genera- 
tions following us, should abide, and 
under whose influence their character 
both for this life and the eternal should 
be formed? Is not the subjection of 
our youth to influences unfavourable to 
their continuing in the faith we enter- 
tain, virtually conceding as a peint not 
worth our care the character of theit 
religion? If domestic nurture and ad- 


monition be insisted on as sufficient to 
prevent or remedy any such aberration 
of the mind of youth from the way of 
the parent’s religion, the appeal is to 
fact and experience abundantly certify~ 
ing the contrary, and to the conduct of 
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all other religious communities exhibit- 
ing the strongest persuasion of the con- 
trary. No Christian community in 
Christendom, except that of Protestant 
episcopalians in the United States, does 
not as a community make provision, or 
where provision cannot systematicaily 
be made, anxiously watch against what 
is considered the perverting influence of 
academical education. It is the mode 
in which, above all others, a real soli- 
citude to transmit to their children the 
religion which men cherish, is most un- 
equivocally expressed, to commit their 
education to no circumstances that shail 
have a tendency to counteract its claim 
upon their respect and adherence. Let 
me, I pray you, not be understood to 
intimate, much less to allege, any thing 
derogatory to the claim of the respect- 
able institutions, by charter appropri- 
ated to other religious denominations, 
and of unquestionable right subject to a 
religious influence peculiar to them- 
selves, for the candour and indulgence 
with which the interests of denomina- 
iions differing from their own, as far as 
they are committed to them, may be 
treated. I have no reference but to the 
indirect and unavoidable effect of the 
circumstances under which academic 
education is conducted, to influence the 
future feelings and decision of the mind 
in respect to religion in a manner more 
corresponding with the prejudices of 
ihe college than, except under circum- 
stances of more than ordinary care and 
judgment, of the parents’ roof. I would 
not be thought unaware of the facility 
which the expression of sentiments 
such as these may afford, where the 
subject is not duly considered or under- 
stood, to the reproach of narrow and 
illiberal conduct. I feel at the same 
time so incapable of that, in religious 
sentiment or conduct, which might with 
any rational construction be so imput- 
ed, that I could not forego this oppor- 
tunity of bearing my testimony, how- 
ever feeble and vain it may prove, 
against a laxity and indifference on the 
momentous business of education, in its 
relation to the moral interests of cha- 
vacter.and life, for which we are not 
more unconsciously distinguished than, 
tosay the least,wondered at by ourChris- 
tian brethren at large. They readily 
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enough indeed may explain the differ- 
ence at present existing between the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church, and others, 
as to the possession and government ot 
seminaries of learning, into the differ- 
ence of the circumstances of our insti- 
tutions and theirs before the colonies 
became independent states. But they 
know that our communion embraces 
much of the wealth and liberality at 
least of all the Atlantic states, and 
might long ere this have otherwise pro- 
vided for a subject with them always 
sufficiently important for any sacrifices 
and exertions it may require. Bre- 
Uiren, in laying before you these im- 
pressions, [ am not conscious of the ex- 
istence of any feeling iu my mind whieh 
you could on the closest inspection dis- 
approve. Out of the fullness of a 
heart anxious for the permanent sound 
respectability and strength of our pe- 
culiar institutions, I have spoken what 
I have; nor can I imagine any circum- 
stances of moral consciousness under 
which it could prove painful.to me to 
be reminded that I had thus expressed 
myself before you. 

The state of our church in this dio- 
cess seems not to have declined from 
that in which we contemplated it at 
our last annual meeting. Would to God 
that we could say it had in any consi- 
derable degree advanced! Its outward 
condition at least seems to have par- 
taken in common with every other in- 
terest of society of the depression which 
characterizes the day. The will, I trust 
and hope, is not wanting to provide for 
the offices of the Lord’s house ina 
manner conducive to the glory of God 
in them, and the happiness, temporal 
and eternal, of men, which their due 
maintenance is so essentially necessary 
to promote. It is, however, let me con- 
fess, sometimes discouraging to the en- 
deavours with which I would unweari- 
edly devote myself to the welfare of 
our church, to find this expressing it- 
self too slowly and inadequately: nor 
can I withhold the expression of my 
concern for the inconvenience which I 
have reason to apprehend some of my 
brethren in the ministry may find in 
the prosecution of their labours, from 
an insufficient interest indulged in their 
personal comfort, The clergy ask net 
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at the hands of their brethren of the 
laity any thing that is superfluous. 
Comparative poverty is the lot of their 
calling. They are content to havevit 
so. It is of its nature and character 
that it should be so. But they reason- 
ably look for that consideration for the 
indispensable necessities of themselves 
and their families, which may enable 
them, with hearts burdened mainly 
with the labours peculiar to their call- 
ing (surely of themselves sufficiently 
anxious and oppressive) to prosecute a 
course of duty in which they cannot, if 
faithful, but be the agents and instru- 
ments of divine grace to their brethren, 
while they essentially minister even to 
their temporal happiness and peace 

My brethren of the clergy will per- 
mit me unfeignedly to express my sense 
of the general faithfulness and assiduity 
with which they prosecute the duties of 
their several stations. ‘They neither 
need nor can expect from me on this 
occasion any word of exhortation.— 
They will indulge me, however, in one 
wortl of counsel, by which I would en- 
treat all such as minister for only a por- 
tion of the year in their parishes, to im- 
prove such season of serving them to 
the utmost that circumstances will pos- 
sibly admit. The evil which the in- 
terruption of their labours by the cli- 
mate of the summer unavoidably in 
some instances occasions, may in no 
small degree perhaps be provided 
against by their greater activity and di- 
ligence in other seasons. Especially 
allow me, my brethren, most afiec- 
tionately to bespeak, during such sea- 
sons, your utmost attention to those 
portions of the people constituting your 
charge whom you must leave for a con- 
siderable portion of the year, and leav- 
ing, either consign to utter destitution 
as to spiritual care and teaching, or to 
such as may be most unprofitable, if 
not perverting and pernicious. Here 
I am reminded to speak to you very 
briefly of events of the year elapsed 
since we last assembled, which must 
be marked in the annals of our country 
with the deepest moral as well as civil 
interest. You have seena cesign of 
blood and crime exposed, and frus- 
trated by the merciful interposition of 
Providence, which took for the con- 
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cealment from ignorant abettors of its 
real character, the guise af a most false 
and execrable religion: I mean the re- 
ligion which would affect the sanction 
of heaven and the Bible, for the utmost 
extreme of deceit and treachery, of out- 
rage and cruelty in the conduct of its pro- 
fessors. To guard against the prevalence 
of such perversion of religion in a com- 
munity constituted like our’s, is indeed 
lamentably difficult. That we should 
exert ourselves to do so, is for that very 
reason the more imperiously our duty. 
“ The grace of God bringing salvation 
has appeared unto all men, teaching 
them that denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, they should live soberly, 
righteously, and godlily in the present 
world,” is language of inspiration, im 
which we have the eharter, as well of 


obligation as privilege, for all the pos- + 


sible varieties of condition in which 
men may became subjects of the gos- 
pel kingdom. It announces alike hap- 
piness for all—the grace of God bring- 
ing salvation—but it equally announces 
its condition to be alike for all, the 
practical observance of the precepts 
of Christ. The religious faith which 
would discharge men from the indis- 
pensable obligation of the moral vir- 
tues, according to the condition in 
which God, in his Providence, has 
placed them, has always too readily 
claimed of the, depravity of their na- 
ture, a preference to that which would 
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subject them, soul, and body, and spi- — 


rit, cheerful observers of “ wh. tsoever 
things are true, pure, levely, honest, 
and of goed report.” Against this it 
becomes us, my brethren of the minis- 
try, to warn and exhort men with all 
constancy and earnestness; and even 
the description of our fellow-men, whose 
unhappy delusion is now in view, should 
be taught by us out of the word of God, 
that there is no salvation for them but 
through “ all good fidelity,” and “ the 
humbleness of mind, meekness, and 
long suffering,” which will subject them 
to the whole counsel of God adapted to 
their condition ; and that through these 
they must ultimately be happy. That 
counsel so adapted variously to the 
same effect in other places expressed, 
is most comprehensively betore us in 
the latter part of the 3d chapter of t: 
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Paul’s Epistle to the Colossians-——“ ser- 
vants obey in all things your masters ac- 
cording to the flesh, in singleness of 
heart fearing God, knowing that of the 
Lord ye shall receive the reward of the 
inheritance; for ye serve the Lord 
Christ: but he that doeth wrong, shall 
receive for the wrong that he hath 
done; and there is no respect of per- 
sons.” Our church, as you especially, 
my reverend brethren, must be aware, 
is wanting in no scriptural counsel, 
suited to our duty, as to these of our 
fellow-creatures. Let us not be negli- 
gent to apply it. Throughout her 
whole system we shall find her to teach, 
as in her 7th article she more expressly 
and particularly does, that “no Chris- 
tian man whatsoever is free from the 
obedience of the commandments which 
are called moral;” and that as “all 
must have an assured faith in God, and 
give themselves wholly unto him, lov- 
ing him in prosperity and adversity, 
and dreading to offend him evermore, 
so for his sake they must love all men, 
friends and foes, because they are his 
creation and image, and redeemed by 
Christ as they are. ‘They must cast in 
their minds how they must do good 
unto all men, unte their powers, and 
hurt no man: obeying all their superi- 
ors and governors, serving their masters 
faithfully and diligently, not for dread 
of punishment, but for conscience sake: 
knowing that they are bound to do so 
by God’s commandments.”** 

My brethren of the laity will, at the 
same time, permit me respectfully to 
suggest, that at their hands the clergy 
look for countenance and help as ne- 
cessary to the effectual execution of this 
difficult part of their duty. We know 
that their temporal interest requires that 
these should be afforded : but we would 
not be mistaken as willing at once so to 
degrade ourselves, and dishonour them, 
as to plead with them here for this. 
We speak with reference to the good 
of the people referred to asa portion of 
that moral creation for which Christ 
died, and for whose spiritual and mo- 
ral happiness, and the alleviation of 
their temporal lot, as inseparable from 





* See Homily of Faith, and Homily of 
Works. 
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that, we are sacredly bound to be con- 
cerned. 

There is an occurrence of the year 
involving circumstances, with respect 
to which there is a possibility of misap- 
prehension as to my official conduct ; 
and with respect to which I may there- 
fore not improperly perhaps wish, be- 
fore I close this address, to submit to 
you some explanation. The procla- 
mation of the 5th day of the present 
month, as a day of humiliation, thanks- 
giving, and prayer, was announced, as 
made in consequence of an application 
to the executive from two respectable 
portions of the religious community, viz. 
the Baptist Convention, and the Pres- 
bytery of Harmony, in their own be- 
half, and that of the various other reli- 
gious denominations of the state. As 
no convention of our churches was 
known to have taken place, from which 
a concurrence in the recommendation 
of this measure had proceeded, the re- 
sponsibility of such concurrence in be- 
half of these churches might seem to 
have been assumed and expressed by 
myself. It may not be improper for me 
to state that such was not the case. I 
made ‘no hesitation, however, to pro- 
vide, as far as my relation to your 
churches required, for the religious ob- 
servance of the day proclaimed ; acting 
in this under the combined influence of 
a sincere acquiescence in the religious 
propriety of the measure, and ofa deep 
persuasion ef the respectful alacrity 
with which a call of such a nature from 
the civil authority ought, except for 
very strong considerations to be as- 
signed for the contrary, by the minis- 
ters of religion to be obeyed. 

I will now detain you no longer from 
the business for which you have assem- 
bled, than to ask you to look for the 
divine blessing to rest upon it, only 
through a sincere regard to the divine 
glory in all your deliberations and cen- 
duct. 

NATHANIEL BOWEN, 


On motion of the Rey. Allston Gibbes, 
resolved, that the thanks of the conven- 
tion be presented to the president for 
his address, and that the clergy of the 
several churches do read it to their con- 
gregations for general informatien. 
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From the report to the convention of 
the “ Protestant Episcopal Society for 
the Advancement of Christianity in 
South-Carolina,” it appears that the in- 
crease of the bishep’s permanent fund 
during the preceding year was $496; 
and that the present amount of that 
fund is $ 8655; also, that the receipts 
into the bishop’s common fund were 
S$ 806 37 cents. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr.Tschudy, 
resolved, that the thanks of the conven- 
tion be presented to the board of trus- 
tees of the “ Protestant Episcopal So- 
ciety for the Advancement of Chris- 
tianity in South-Carolina,” for their 
great attention to the bishop’s fund, 
committed to their trust by. the conven- 
tion. : 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Gervais, 
resolved, that as the address of the bi- 
shop is calculated to be extensively 
useful, that he be respectfully requested 
to furnish a copy to be published forth- 
with, that the members of the conven- 
tion may be furnished with copies be- 
fore the adjournment, to take with them 
to their respective parishes for general 
distribution. 

The parochial reports of the clergy 
present the following aggregate :—Bap- 
tisms (adults 12, infants 125, not speci- 
fied 153) 290—marriages 91—funerals 
200—Sunday scholars 371—commu- 
nicants 1,684. 

Of the baptisms, three adults, two 
infants, and 11 not specified—of the 
Sunday scholars 111—and ef the com- 
municants 413, are reported as co- 
toured. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Gadsden, 
resolved, that the clergy be requested 
in their annual reports to this conven- 
tion to state the number of families, 
and, if practicable, of individuals in 
their respective congregations, discri- 
minating, in each instance, the number 
of families belonging likewise to other 
congregations. 


The Rev. Dr. Gadsden, president of 
the standing committee, made the tol- 
lowing report:— | 


The last convention having instructed 
the standing committee to carry into 
effect certain resolutions relative to the 
General Theologica! Seminary, “ and 
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to report the result to the rfext conven- 
tion,” they would respectfully state to 
this convention, that the bishop, in 
conformity with the request made to 
him, promptly prepared an address, in- 
viting Liberality to the aid of the semi- 
pary; that it was circulated as direct- 
ed; but your committee believe it was 
not read by the clergy in general in 
their respective churches. They have 
received from the following churches 
the sum of $623 77, which has been 
duly paid to the treasurer of the semi- 
nary, Viz.— 

From St. Michael’s, amount of the 
collection, $ 147; St. Philip’s, $313 
59; St. Paul’s, $73 18; Edisto Island, 
$ 10; Grace church, Sullivan’s Island, 
$180; and since, from Thomas $ 
Grimke, $100; from Plowden Wes- 
ton, $50—in all, $873 77. 

They have received this day in addi- 
tion, a collection made at Georgetown, 
$103. They have understood that 
the address was read, and a discourse 
preached recommending the seminary, 
by the rector of St. Matthew’s, in his 
church, but that no collection was 
made. From the other parishes no re- 
ply has been received to the letter of 
our secretary on the present subject. 

The following gentlemen were ap- 
pointed the standing committee :—The 
Rev. Christopher E. Gadsden, D. D. 
the Rev. Paul T. Gervais, the Rev. 
Frederick Dalcho, M. D. the Rev. 
Allston Gibbes, the Rev. Christian 
Hanckell, David Alexander, Joseph 
Johnson, M. D. John Dawson, Robert 
J. Turnbull, Thomas Lowndes, 

It was moved by the Rey. Edward 
Rutledge, and carried, that “the stand- 
ing committee be requested to present 
an abstract of their proceedings for the 
past year before the convention, and ta 
place their journals on the secretary’s 
table for the inspection of the conven- 
tion. 

The treasurer laid his accounts be- 
fore the convention, whereupon Mr. 
Alexander, and Mr. Bacot, were ap- 
pointed a committee to examine and 
report on the same: ‘The committee 
reported, that they had found the ac- 
counts correct, and that there remains 
in the hands of the treasurer a balance 
of $91 23. The report was accepted, 
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and the thanks of the convention given 
to the treasurer for his services. 

The Rev. Dr. Gadsden, from the 
committee on the Theological Semi- 
nary,’made the following report, which 
was accepted :— 

The committee on the General Theo- 
logical Seminary would respectfully of- 
fer to the convention a brief statement 
on the present state of the seminary, 
introductory to a few resolutions which 
they would propose. 

The seminary is at present located 
in the city of New-York. Three of the 
professors receive no salary. Two of 
them receive a salary of $1500 each; 
one a salary of $750. The Branch 
School at Geneva has two professors, 
one of whom receives $750, and the 
other § 300 per annum. 

The exact amount of the funds is 
not known, but there is no reason to be- 
lieve that they yield an interest ade- 
quate to the present expenses of the in- 
stitution. 

There are twenty-one students, six 
of them are from this diocess. They 
pay nothing for their tuition. The ex- 
pense of board, &c. amounts to about 
$250 per annum, which is at least 
twice as much as is paid at the otber 
theological seminaries in our country. 
Considering the great advantages of- 
fered to candidates for the ministry, the 
small number of the students cannot 
be explained, without adverting to the 
expenses to which they are subjected. 
To the prosperity and permanence of 
our institution, two measures séem in- 
dispensable ; the first, that it should 
possess a capital, the interest of which 
should be adequate to all the necessary 
expenditures ; the second, that the main- 
tenance of the students should be so re- 
duced as to render the seminary acces- 
sible to our candidates in general. We 
would therefore recommend the follow- 
ing resolutions :— 

1. That this convention retain a 
strong conviction of the necessity and 
importance of the General Theological 
Seminary; that we feel grateful to the 
gentlemen who have taken an active 
part in the management of the same, 
and we do assure the General Conven- 
tion, and the board of trustees, of our 
determination to cdeoperate in such 
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measures as may seem best calculated 
to insure the stability and improvement 
of this valuable establishment. 

2. That we do respectfully recom- 
mend to the board of trustees to cofi- 
tinue to make such appeals to the mem- 
bers of the church as shall secure to the 
seminary a sufficient productive capi- 
tal; to use such endeavours as, in their 
wisdom, shall seem best adapted to di- 
minish the expenses of maintenance to 
which the students are now liable, and 
to appoint for one of their stated meet- 
ings some day near to the period as- 
signed for the triennial General Con- 
vention, so as to ensure the attendance 
of those members of the board who re- 
side at a distance from New-York, and 
who may be on their way to the Gene- 
ral Convention. 

3. That each minister who has not 
attended to the request respecting the 
seminary, made at our last convention, 
be requested within the present year to 
attend to it, as expressed in the first 
and third resolutions then adopted. 

4. That the standing committee be 
imstructed to dispose of these resolu- 
tions as they shall deem best. 

Your committee have ascertained 
that there are 32 clergymen in this dio- 
cess, and that the amount of $7,316 
77 cents has been paid to the General 
Theological Seminary by individuals 
of this diocess ; and, therefore, that ac- 
cording to the constitution of the semi- 
nary, our convention is now entitled to 
nominate eight trustees, which they re- 
commend should be done at the present 
session. 

The following gentlemen were ap- 
pointed to be nominated to the Gene- 
ral Convention as trustees of the Gene- 
ral Theological Seminary, on the part 
of this diocess:—The Rev. Christo- 

pher E. Gadsden, D. D. the Rev. Paui 
i Gervais, the Rev.Christian Hanckell, 
the Rev. Allston Gibbes, William Hey- 
ward, the Hoa. Benjamin Huger, Wil- 
liam Clarkson, Thomas Lowndes. 

On motion of Mr. Heyward, resolved, 
that if the amount contributed and paid 
by this diocess to the Theological Semi- 
nary before the meeting of the General 
Convention, eatitle it to any additional 
trustee, the bishop of the diocess be au- 
thorized to appoint such trustee. 
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The second article of the constitu- 
tion of the church in this diocess was 
amended so as to read as follows :— 
‘‘ Delegates shall be elected by the re- 
spective episcopal churches throughout 
the state, fram among the members of 
those churches respeetively, to repre- 
sent them in the state convention: the 
delegates to be elected in such manner, 
time, and numbers, as each church 
shall deem proper; toserve for twelve 
months from the time of election; who 
shall, before they are permitted to take 
their seats in convention, produce writ- 
ten testimonials of their election.” 

The following was added to the con- 
stitution as its 12th article :— 


Of the admission of Churches or Pa- 
rishes into the Convention. 


Whenever a church or parish, not 
now entitled to a representation, shall 
be desirous of uniting with the conven- 
tion of the church in this diocess, they 
shall apply by letter to the bishop, or, 
when there is no bishop, to the stand- 
ing committee, stating the due organi- 
zation of their church, the election of 
their vestrymen and church-wardens, 
their means or prospects for the sup- 
port of a minister, and their willingness 
to conform to the constitution and ca- 
nons of the General Convention, and 
the constitution and canons of the con- 
vention of this diocess, which are new, 
or hereafter may be enacted by autho- 
rity of the same. And at the conven- 
tion next succeeding the receipt_of such 
application, the bishop, or standing 
committee, shall communicate the same 
to the convention for their decision 
thereon. Should the conventien make 
a favourable decision, the said church 
shall then be considered in union with 
the convention of the church of this 
diocess, and delegates therefrom may 
be immediately received. 


On motion of Col. Pinckney, resolv- 
ed, that the next meeting of the con- 
vention be held on the third Wednes- 
day of February next. 

After prayers, by the bishop, and 
ibe blessing, the convention adjourned. 

The church in this diocess consists 
of the bishop, 27 presby ters, 4 deacons, 
und 35 organized congregations. 
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On applying the title “ Churchmen” to 
Episcopalians. 


Wen the word “ churchman” is ap- 
plied to any person, it is at once under- 
stood that it means that that person is an 
episcopalian. This use of the term is 
very prevalent and decided. Is it a 
merely accidental custom? or are there 
reasons for it? And when other deno- 
minations question our right to this 
name, as they sometimes do, (for it 
was a controversy on this point, ina 
newspaper, which called for the em- 
bodying of the following arguments,) 
what answer are we to give them ? 
They sometimes urge, that, as our de- 
nomination is established in England, 
they can allow its members to be there 
called churchmen, in contradistinction 
to dissenters; but that as we have no 
secular pre-eminence in this country 
we ought to drop the title. Are they 
right? Have episcopalians no claim 
to that appellation stronger than the 
secular privileges of their brethren in 
England ? stronger than the few sha- 
dows of privilege they once had under 
the colonial government? 

To answer these queries, and give a 
reason for the distinction we claim as 
churchmen, will be the object of this 
paper. The following are among the 
arguments which will justify the appli- 
cation of that title to episcopalians :— 


1. Any denomination or body of 


men has a right to chose its own ap- 
pellation. Thus the Romanists take the 
name of Catholics; fancying that, by 
excommunicating all other Christians, 
they become the Church Universal. 
An English sect called themselves Pu- 
ritans ; affecting greater purity in wor- 
ship and discipline, and in certain de- 
partments of morals. The Friends 
take their name from certain meek no- 
tions which they hold to be essential. 
Another sect assumes the titke Unita- 
rian; Maintaining a peculiar theory of 
the unity of the Godhead. A new 
non-descript sect is venturing on the 
name of Christians; having, no doubt, 
their own definition of what: constitutes 
Christianity : nor do they stand alone 
in the attempt to force modern signifi- 
cations on that word. Now, as these 
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religious parties are allowed to select 
their own name, why may not episco- 
palians take the same liberty, and claim 
the appellation of churchmen; seeing 
they differ, in many points relating es- 
pecially to the church, from the other 
denominations about them ? 

2. Besides our right to choose what 
designation we please, the distinctive 
title of churchmen is reasonably our’s. 
We insist very strenuously on a visible 
church; and we magnify, more than 
the dissenters and their allies, its cha- 
racter and privileges. We know of no 
invisible church among men, consisting 
ef the sincere only, without mixture of 
the bad; for there is but one “ holy 
city,” and all Christians belong to it, 
until their “ part in it shall be taken 
away:” there is, however, an invisible 
branch of the church, including the de- 
parted spirits of the just, and celestial 
beings. We maintain strictly the visi- 
ble marks of the church, particularly 
the ministry. In short, our views en- 
able us to speak freely and candidly 
of schism, or departure from the church; 
whereas most of our neighbours are 
very tender on that point: facts, which 
show that we have confidence in our 
churchmanship; while they are not 
without their misgivings.—We are not 
unreasonable, then, in distinguishing 
ourselves by the name of churchmen. 

3. This name is allowed us by com- 
mon consent, in the usual distinction of 
episcopalians into high and low church- 
men : it is thus spontaneously granted, 
that we all are churchmen, though some 
of us be high, and others low, in church 
doctrines. No such title is given to 
the party-distinctions of the other de- 
nominations about us. Presbyterians 
are denominated high or low, or mo- 
derate, Calvinists. Baptists are discri- 
minated by their-maintaining an open, 
or aclose communion. Methodists are 
classified as Arminian or Wesleyans, 
and Calvinistic or the followers of 
Whitfeld. Nobody ever thinks of em- 
ploying the word churchman to desig- 
nate any of these sects, or any of their 
subordinate parties. But when episco- 
palians are subdivided, this is the very 
word, it is into high and low church- 
men. Churchmen they all are pre- 


sumed to be, differing only in the degree 
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in which they exalt their distinctive 
tenets on this point. What can more 
fully show our right to this name, than 
this spontaneous and habitual mode of 
speaking throughout the community ! 
It is euivalent to an acknowledgment, 
on the part of that community, that we 
are distinguished by our views of the 
church. 

4. We have a farther right to this 
distinctive appellation in the mode of 
its origin in England. When the 
English branch of the body of Christ 
was purified from Romish errors, and 
the reform was so satisfactory as to re- 
ceive, as it did, the approbation of the 
Protestant world; when even Calvin 
pave thanks to God,” * that he had 
restored his pure and sincere (purified 
and sound) worship in the kingdom of 
England ;” then the ecclesiastical body 
so purified became there distinctively 
“ the church ;” and any farther change 
or innovation, not ratified by that body, 
was a separation from that church, an 
unauthorized separation, or a schism : 
for all division is schism where the 
terms of the communion departed from 
are not sinful. This separation how- 
ever took place; and those who join in 
it are called dissenters from the church 5 
of course the name churchman applies 
to those who did not separate or dis- 
sent. Now, let it be noticed, that the 
spiritual offspring of these two parties, 
the Anglo-American episcopalians, and 
anti-episcopalians, continue to be re- 
spectively the church, and the separa- 
tion. The same ecclesiastical parties 
remain; and their distinction into 
churchmen and dissenters, though it 
may receive a new name, since the in- 
troduction of a new civil government, 
cannot, in substance, be abolished by 
any political change. Full of blessings 
as is our national independence, it can- 
not efiect any revolution in the church 
of God: as it found all communions, 
sects, and schisms, so it leftthem. We, 
therefore, at this day, continue in the 
proper church; while too many of our 
brethren persevere in the separation 
from it. Not that the latter are to be 
absolutely unchurched; for the apos- 
tle, in a much stronger case, rejoiced 
that Christ was preached every way ; 
not only under mistakes, but even of 
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strife. But as we are the regular 
church, and as dissenters, whether old 
or modern, are an irregular part of the 
church, we have a right to the distinc- 
tive name of churchmen. 

In conclusion, then, this title is not 
given to episcopalians, even in Eng- 
land, beeause that denomination is there 
established by law; much less can it de- 
pend on the few temporal privileges once 
enjoyed by American episcopalians, or 
a part of them. We claim the desig- 
nation of churchmen—because we have 
aright to choose our name—because we 
hold the church visible in special re- 
gard—because the public allows us this 
character in calling us all churchmen, 
either high or low—and because we 
continue in that communion which was 
“6 the church” as reformed in the land 
of our forefathers, and which must, 
with their descendents, continue to be 
* the church,” from which no separa- 
tion can be justified, until it shall re- 
lapse into corruption. :  ° 


eas 
For the Christian Journa’ 
Misrepresentations of Arminianism. 


In a late number of the Christian 
Journal, | was led to notice the obloquy 
heaped upon Arminianism by a certain 
class of writers. It was no part of the 
object then before me to show that this 
obloquy is undeserved. ‘This, how- 
ever, can easily be done: it is no “ he- 
resy ;” it is no “ monster ;” both which 
names have rather ungently been ap- 
plied to it. ‘They whe know what Ar- 
minianism is, know that it embodies all 
the great and distinguishing doctrines 
of the gospel. ‘This Lam now to prove. 
But lest a question be raised as to the 
impartiality of a defence coming from 
a soldier of the anti-Calvinistic ranks, 
I shall use the unexceptionable remarks 
of a son of the kirk of Scotland. The 
article “ Arminianism,” in the New 
Edinburgh Encyclopedia, is the autho- 
rity I quote. 

While on the subject, it will not be 
irrelevant to adduce the tarther testi- 
mony of this article in relation to two 
other points, besides doctrinal purity, 
m which Arminianism is interested. 

That the author of this article in the 
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Encyclopedia is a Calvinist, is evident 
from the whole tone of the article. 
Though he treats “ genuine unadulter- 
ated Arminianism” very respectfully, 
he yet gives his opinion, that it is “ less 
scriptural, and less logical than Calvin- 
ism.” But I proceed tothe subjects be- 
fore me. 

First. A full and complete justifica- 
tion of Arminian doctrine is furnished 
by this writer; who, on the whole, is 
sufficiently impartial. I ask the atten- 
tion of the reader to the following ex- 
tract. i would also desire him to com- 
pare it with the misrepresentations ot 
this creed which are current in our day, 
and in our land: suchas “the three en- 
venomed monsters of Arminian, Soci- 
nian, and Papal errors.” <A large quo- 
tation is given, in order to atforda 
pretty full view of one of these “ mon- 
sters.” 

** Arminianism is to be considered as 
a separation from Calvinism, with re- 
gard to the doctrines of unconditional 
election, particular redemption, and 
other points necessarily resulting from 
these. The Calvinists held, that God 
had elected a certain portion of the hu- 
man race to eternal life, passing by the 
rest, or rather dooming them to ever- 
lasting destruction; that God’s election 
proceeded upon no prescience of the 
moral principles and character of those 
whom he had thus predestinated, but 
originated solely in the motions of his 
free and sovereign mercy; that Christ 
died for the elect only, and therefore 
that the merits of his death can avail 
for the salvation of none but them; and 
that they are constrained by the irre- 
sistible power of divine grace to accept 
of him as their Saviour. To this doc- 
trine, that of Arminius and his legiti- 
mate followers stands opposed. They 
do not deny an election; but they deny 
that it is absolute and unconditional. 
They argue, that an election of this 
kind is inconsistent with the character 
of God, that it destroys the liberty of 
the human will, that it contradicts the 
language of Scripture, and that it tends 
to encourage a careless and licentious 
practice in those by whom it is believ- 
ed. They maintain, that God has 
elected those only who, according, not 
to his decree, but his foreknowledge, 
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and in the exercise of their natural 
powers of self-determination, acting 
under the influence of his grace, would 
possess that faith and holiness to which 
salvation is annexed in the gospel 
scheme. And those who are not elected 
are allowed to perish, not because they 
were not elected, but merely and solely 
in consequence of their infidelity and 
disobedience; on account, indeed, of 
which infidelity and disobedience being 
foreseen by God, their election did not 
take place. They hold that Christ 
died for al/ men in the literal and un- 
restricted sense of that phrase; that his 
atonement is able, both from its own 
merit, and from the intention of him 
who appointed it, to expiate the guilt of 
every individual; that every individual 
is invited to partake of the benefits 
which it has procured; that the grace 
of God is offered ta make the will com- 
ply with this invitation, but that this 
grace may be resisted and rendered in- 
effectual by the sinner’s perversity. 
Whether true believers necessarily per- 
severed, or whether they might fall from 
their faith, and forfeit their state of 
grace, was a question which Arminius 
left unresolved, but which was soon 
determined by his followers in this 
additional proposition, that sairts may 
fall from the state of grace in which 
they are placed by the operation of the 
Holy Spirit. This indeed seems to 
follow as a corollary, from what Armi- 
nius maintained respecting the natural 
freedom and corruption of the will, and 
the resistibility of divine grace.” 

The reader may compare the above 
with the 17th artiele, and see, with the 
help of ayery moderate theological skill, 
that that article is not Calvinistic. 

Secondly. To expose another misre- 
presentation of Arminianism, [I would 
bring to the reader’s notice the common 
practice of naming every point and 
every shade of sound gospel doctrine, 
Calvinism ; and beg him to contrast 
this misnomer with the subjoined ex- 
tract.—If we object to high Calvinism, 
there is always offered us some lower 
form of doctrine which is called by that 
name. If we urge against it, that it 
maintains absolute election and repro- 
bation, Christ’s dying for only a few, 
irresistible grace, and the like, we of- 
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ten hear those tenets disclaimed; yet, 
when we ask the name of the creed thus 
pruned, it is still denominated Calvin- 
ism. We further inquire, Why call you 
Because, forsooth, it 
declares the corruption of man, the 
necessity of the Spirit to change him, 
and of the Saviour to be his redemption 
and his righteousness. ‘Thus the opinion 
is spread, and that pretty industriously, 
that all who believe these truths are 
Calvinists.—On this point, however, 
hear the testimony of our article in the 
Encyclopedia. 

** Jt may now be proper to mention 
some tenets with regard to which Ar- 
minianism has been much misrepre- 
sented. If a man holds that good 
works are necessary to justification ;* 
if he mainiain that faith includes good 
works in iss own nature; if he reject 
the doctrine of original sin; if he deny 
that divine grace is requisite for the 
whole work of sanctification; if he 
speak of human virtue as meritorious in 
the sight of God; it is yery generally 
concluded that ke is an Arminian. But 
the truth is, that a man of such senti- 
ments is mare properly a disciple of the 
Pelagian and Socinian schools. To 
such sentiments pure Arminianism is 
as diametrically opposite as Calvinism 
itselfis. The genuine Arminians ad- 
mit the corruption of human nature in 
its full extent. They admit that we 
are justified by faith only. ‘They ad- 
mit that our justification originates 
solely in the grace of God. ‘They ad- 
mit that the procuring and meritorious 
cause of our justification is the righte- 
ousness of Christ.”t “ They admit, 





* Not final justification at the bar of God, 
for there we are judged according to our 
works; but that justification which is synoni- 
mons with coming in this life toa state of grace. 
Works done before being in the grace of Christ, 
say our artigles, are not acceptable. They can- 
not be accepted till we are in this grace; of 
course they do not contribute to this justifica- 
tion. The “faith” immediately urentioned ap- 
pertains also to the Coming into a state of grace ; 
for after being in that state we “show our 
fuith by our works.” 

+ We omit a passage here, which aseribes to 
Arwinius the tenet, that “ justification implies 
not merely present forgiveness of sin, but ac- 
ceptance to everiasting happiness.” The words 
quoted from Arminius express by no means so 
unqualified a certainty of final biiss, * col/a- 
tionem juris in hereditatem vite elerne,” the 
grant of a right in the inherittmee of eteraal 
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jn fine, that the work of sanctification, 
from its very commencement to its per- 
fection in glory, is carried on by the 
operation of the Holy Spirit, which is 
the gift of God by Jesus Christ. So 
sound, indeed, are the Arminians with 
respect to the doctrine of justification,” 
‘that those who look into the writings 
of Arminius may be disposed ‘to sus- 
pect him of having even exceeded Cal- 
vin in orthodoxy.” 

What a terrible “ monster” such a 
creed must be! what a “ heresy!” 
How glaring its deficiency in those de- 
lectable points which distinguish “ ge- 
nuine” Calvinism ! 

Thirdly. The last misrepresentation 
of Arminianism I am to notice is, the 
taking from it the honour of promoting 
a spirit of union among Christians, and 
ascribing that honour to Calvinism. 
Schemes are agitated, at the present 
day, of a half-union, or comprehension, 
or intermixture of different denomina- 
tions, with as widea latitude of opinion 
as is consistent with holding the Ca- 
tholic doctrines, the Trinity, the Atone- 
ment, &c.: and on these schemes the 
opponents of Arminianism pride them- 
selves vastly. They offer the whole 
yange between high and low Calvinism, 
so called, as affording a wide enough 
liberty of doctrine. [Tam at present 
only concerned with the popular mis- 
take of connecting this liberalising plan 
with the Calvinistic name.— It was ac- 
tually a project of Arminius, long ago; 
as another reference to the Encyclope- 
dia will prove. 

“ The same temper of mind which 
Jed him to renounce the peculiarities of 
Calvinism, induced him also to adopt 
more enlarged and liberal views of 
church-communion than those which 
had hitherto prevailed. While he main- 
tained that the mercy of God is not con- 
fined to a chosen few, he conceived it 
to be quite inconsistent wiih the genius 
of Christianity, that men of that reli- 





life. A grant of a right is not alwavs a ena- 
rantee of actual possession. ‘The pope, and the 
kings ot Spain, granted, to certain adventur- 
ers, a right to parts of America; but it rested 
with the letter to overcome the netives and 
rake good their right. So, in the justification 
mentioned, we obtain the graut of aright in the 
heavenly country; but we must conquer many 
enemies before we can gain possession of it. ~ 
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gion should keep at a distance from 
each other, and e¢onstitute separate 
churches, merely because they differed 
in their opinions as to some of its doc- 
trinal articles. He thought that Chris- 
tians of all denominations should form 
one great community, united and up- 
held by the bonds of charity and 
brotherly love; with the exception, 
however, of the Roman Catholics, who, 
on account of their idolatrous worship, 
and persecuting spirit, must be unfit 
members of such a society.”  Hedid 
not mean to insinuate that a difierence 
of opinion was of no consequence at 
all; that they who thought one way 
were just as right as they who thought 
a contrary way; or that men have no 
occasion to be solicitous about the reli- 
gious tenets which they hold. He did 
not mean to give up his own system as 


equally true, or equally false with that 


of Calvin.” “ But he endeavoured, in 
the first place, to assert liberty of con- 
science and of worship ; and then upon 
that fundamental principle, to persuade 
all Christians, however divided in opi- 
nion, to lay aside the distinctions of sect 
and party, and in one united body to 
consult that tranquillity and peace 
which is so agreeable to the Christian 
name. ‘This we conceive to have been 
the object of Arminius,” ‘and to con- 
stitute the true glory of Arminianism.” 

And here 1 cannot but remark,—if 
this plan of Arminius, with his sound 
and moderate doctrines, proved abor- 
tive, who can hope for a better issue to 
the projects now holding out their at- 
tractions to the religious world ? 

In conclusion, I would ask more to- 
leration for the name Arminian. I am 
far from wishing that name to be iden- 
tified with our denomination; since 
our articles are older than the theology 
of this teacher, and are expressed in 
language somewhat diflerent, and not 
quite so definite in some constructive 
particulars. The standards of our 
church cover a little broader ground 
than the Arminian creed; and it would 
be an injury to narrow them, by our 
assuming that name. This commen- 
dation, however, may be justly claimed 
for Arminius; that his theology is far 
more accurately scriptural than that of 
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For the Christian Journal. 


The Character of Laban. 


Who can read the pathetic remon- 
strance of the patriarch Jacob with his 
obdurate oppressive task-master, La- 
ban, without reprobating the avaricious 
heart of a father whose daughters ex- 
claimed—* Is there yet any portion or 
inheritance for us in our father’s house ? 
Are we not counted of him strangers ? 
for he hath sold us, and hath quite de- 
voured also our money.” 

“This twenty years (says Jacob) 
have I been with thee; thy ewes and 
thy she-goats have not cast their young, 
and the rams of thy flock have I not 
eaten. That which was torn of beasts 
I brought not unto thee; I bare the 
Joss of it: of my hand didst thou re- 
quire it, whether stolen by day, or 
stolen by night. Thus I was; in the 
day the drought consumed me, and the 
frost by night; and my sleep departed 
irom mine eyes. ‘Thus have I been 
twenty years in thy house; I served 
thee fourteen years for thy two daugh- 
ters, and six years for thy cattle; and 
thou hast changed my wages ten times. 
Except the God of my father, the God 
of Abraham, and the Fear of Isaac, 
had been with me, surely thou hadst 
sent me away now empty.” Gen. xxxi. 
38—42. 

Laban’s character appears, in almost 
every instance, to disadvantage—he 
does not seem to be what we commonly 
term a wicked man; but he was cer- 
tainly both weak and covetous; and 
covetousness extinguished in him, as it 
does in all its votaries, the principles 
of righteousness and benevolence; and 
the very charities of human life. Pro- 
vided he could get an increase of pro- 
perty, he regarded not who was wrong- 
ed, or who suffered. In this case he 
hid himself even from his own bowels, 
and cared not that his own children 
should lack even the necessaries of life, 
provided he could increase his own 
store! Hlow watchful should we be 
against this destructive, unnatural, and 
degrading vice! It is impossible for a 
man, who loves money, to love either 
God or man. And consequently he 
must be in the broad way that leads to 
destruction. Dr. Adam Clarke. 


Reader! whosoever thou art, dost 
thou trace the lineaments of thy own 
character in this too common portrait ? 
It so—retrieve it before it be too late. 
Recollect the solemn words of the apos- 
tle—“ We brought nothing into this 
world, and it is certain that we can 
carry nothing out.” : 


a ee 
For the Christian Journa’. 
Bible and Common Prayer Book. 
** Ye shall know them by their fruits.” 


To all those who appear zealously pro- 
moting Bible Societies, and reject- 
ing and reprobating the Common 
Prayer Book. 


Tae great end in view in distributing 
the Bible, is to bring men to the know- 
ledge and love of God, and of his Son 
Christ Jesus—to make known to them 
the will of God, and to point out to them 
the way of peace, and of life eternal. 

But is there not a church of Christ, 
instituted by him, into which we must 
enter as the ark of our salvation—into 
which the Scriptures are designed to 
lead us, and whose rule of faith and 
practice they are? 

Will, then, the reading of the Bible 
alone make us Christians ?—or, in other 
words, are the knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures, and a belief of the truths contain- 
ed in them, the only things necessary 
to salvation? Are we not also bound 
to become members of that church, and 
to live in communion with it, and with 
its; Head, that, through him, we may be 
united to God, and restored to his grace 
and favour? Can we be made mem- 
bers of that church without baptism ? 
Can we live in communion with jt, and 
with Christ, its Head, without a due 
participation of his body and blood in 
his Supper, as he hath ordained? Can 
either of these sacraments be adminis- 
tered to salvation by any man without 
a divine and lawful commission—a 
commission derived from Christ him- 
self? 

Is not, then, the knowledge of the 
church of Christ as necessary for man- 
kind as the knowledge of the Bible? 
Is not the promoting of the knowledge 
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of the one without the other a doing 
good partially and by halves ? 

The Jewish church, and the Scrip- 
ture of the Old Testament, went hand 
in hand—neither could have existed to 
any purpose without the other. 

And did not the preaching of the 
gospel, and the knowledge, and esta- 
blishment of the church of Christ, also 
go hand in hand together? Werethey 
not so closely united from the first pro- 
mulgation of the gospel, that we can 
scarcely in imagination conceive of them 
separately? Andis not the ehurch the 
pillar of the faith? 

This being the fact, does not the 
Book of Common Prayer, distinctly, 
clearly, and faithfully, point out that 
primitive, pure, and apostolic church 
of Christ to all, who, reading and be- 
lieving the Holy Scriptures, would en- 
ter into it? Does it not accord in all 
things with the Holy Scriptures, and 
furnish all the outward means of sancti- 
fication and grace? Is it not the best 
practical commentary upon the Scrip- 
tures now extant inthe world? Will 
it not teach every man, after receiving 
the faith, what he is to observe and do? 

Is there to be found any thing among 
all the various and discordant sects of 
Christians, that can lay a higher and 
better claim to the accomplishment of 
these sacred purposes, or tend more to 
the restoration and preservation of the 
peace and unity of the church ? 

If there is, let it be made known— 
let it be produced. But if there is not 
—then, in the name of God, let the Bi- 
ble and the Common Prayer Book go 
hand in hand together. 

The first will lead to the faith of 
Christ, andthe other into lis church 

and fold; the first will teach the way 
of salvation, and the other will place 
them in it. 

The Christian faith, and the Chris- 
tian church, are united in Christ, their 
Author and Head—and those whom 
God hath joined together, let no man 
put asunder. 


—_—— 

At the particular request ofa corresp ndent we 
insert the following arlcle relitng te an ex- 
tensive and important eharity in this city, 
which he has sent us with the laucable view 
of calling to it the attention of the persons in- 
terested in the election of these whe may Le 
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intrusted with the direction of its concerns; 
many of whom, it is believed, do not exer- 
cise their right of voting, and perhaps have 
no knowledge of their competency to do so. 


Fir the Christian Journal. 
New-York Hospital. 


On the third Tuesday of May, 
(1823) corresponding to the 20th day 
of that month, agreeably to charter, 
the following gentlemen were elected 
governors :—Thomas Eddy, Peter A.. 
Jay, John Adams, Robert H. Bowne, 
Thomas Buckley, F. C. Schaeffer, 
George Newbold, Cadwallader D. Col- 
den, Jonathan Goodhue, Ebenezer Ste- 
vens, William Johnson, Jonathan Lit- 
tle, John B. Lawrence, Gulian C. Ver- 
planck, John R. Murray, Duncan P. 
Campbell, Thomas C. Taylor, John 
Clark, jun. Stephen Allen, Najah Tay- 
lor, Robert I. Murray; Ezra Weeks, 
John M‘Comb, Benjamin W. Rodgers, 
Thomas R. Smith, Thomas Franklin. 
From a perusal of the charter, it ap- 
pears that, independently of the imme- 
diate subscribers, the following persons 
have, ex officio, the right of voting for 
governors, to wit:—‘“ The mayor, re- 
corder, aldermen, and assistants, of the 
city of New-York; the rector of Tri- 
nity church, now, and for the time be- 
ing; the president of King’s (now Co- 
lumbia) college; the senior minister of 
the reformed Protestant Dutch church ; 
the minister of the ancient Lutheran 
church; the minister of the French 
church; the senior minister of the 
Presbyterian church; the minister of 
the Moravian church; the minister of 
theGerman reformedCalvinistic church; 
the minister of the new Lutheran 
church; the minister of the Anabap- 
tist congregation; the minister of the 
Scotch Presbyterian church—all of the 
city of New-York.” This hospital is 
most munificently endowed by the state, 
and its operations have extended com- 
mensurately with the increase of the 
population of the city and of the state ; 
it is therefore highly important that 
the clergy of the different religious de- 
nominations above mentioned, with 
the corporation of the city, should be 
reminded of their privileges, in order 
that they may exercise them at the an: 
nual election. 
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Abstract of the Proceedings of the 
First Convention of the Diocess of 
Georgia, held tn St. Paul’s Church, 
Augusta, from the 24th to the 28th 
of February, 1823. 

THE convention was composed of 
three presbyters, and six lay delegates, 
representing two parishes. 

It was opened with morning prayer, 
conducted by the Rey. Hugh Smith, 
rector of St. Paul’s church, Augusta, 
and an appropriate sermon, delivered 
by the Rev. Abiel Carter, rector of 
Christ church, Savannah. 

The Rev. Abiel Carter was unani- 
mously chosen president; Dr. J. B. 
Read, treasurer; and Dr. Thomas lL. 
Wray, secretary. 

The following gentlemen were duly 
elected members of the standing com- 
mittee, viz.—The Rev. Edmund Mat- 
thews, the Rev. Abiel Carter, the Rev. 
Hugh Smith, E. F. Campbell, esq. Ja- 
cob Wood, Dr. J. B. Read. 

Resolved, that this convention do 
hereby accede to the constitution of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church of the 
United States of America; and that the 
delegation from this diocess to the next 
General Convention, be requested to 
make known this resolution to the 
aforesaid canvention. 

The following gentlemen were chosen 
delegates to the General Convention, 
viz.—The Rev. Edmund Matthews, 
the Rev. Hugh Smith, the Rev. Abiel 
Carter, Mr. Joseph Wheeler, Mr..An- 
thony Barclay, Mr. William W. Ha- 
zard, and Dr. George Jones. 

On motion of the Rev. Hugh Smith, 
seconded by Edward F. Campbell, esq. 
it was resolved, that the next conven- 
tion of this diocess be held in Christ 
church, Savannah. 

The following address was adopted 
by the convention :— 


Lhe first Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church for the state of 
Georgie, to all the scattered mem- 
bers of that church throughout the 
state of Georgia— 

The present, brethren, is an inter- 
esting era in the local history of our 
venerable church. It marks the dawn 
of a brighter day upon her prospects. 
She now appears as a “city that is ag 
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unity in itself.” Her spiritual build- 
ing is now “ fitly framed together, that 
it may grow unto an holy temple in 
the Lord.” Duly and harmoniously 
organized, she is now about to ex- 
change the feebleness of individual se- 
parate action, for the strength of united 
concentrated effort. She is about to 
take a name and a station among her 
sister churches in our country, and to 
form a compenent part of that glorious 
body, of which Christ Jesus, our ascend- 
ed Lord, is the glorified Head. 

Deeply indeed ate we indebted to 
this divine Head of the church for his 
fostering care over her infant state— 
for having preserved ia her members, 
when as yet “ they were few in num- 
ber, yea, very few, and they strangers 
in the land,” their attachment to her 
pure and primitive principles, and their 
zeai for her interests; for having put it 
into their hearts to associate for the ce- 
lebra‘ion of her services, and the recep- 
tion of her ordinances—and, finally, for 
having now united, by one tie of Chris- 
tian fellowship, these separate associa- 
tions into one body, animated by one 
spirit, having “one faith, one Lord, 
one baptism.” 

These, indeed, are causes of the most 
lively gratitude, and we trust that you 
will cordially unite with us in the 
thankful acknowledgment, that the 
hand of the Lord has been over us for 
good. Yes, brethren, “ hitherto hath 
the Lord helped us,” and while we 
gratefully acknowledge his aid, while 
we rejoice in the animating prospects 
which it opens to our view, let us re- 
member that it is both our duty and 
our privilege to be “ fellow-workers 
with God” in the establishment and ex- 
tension of his church ; and that on the 
zealous indefatigable discharge of this 
duty, ina great measure depends the 
actual acquisition of those important 
advantages which are now apparently 
within our reach. It is the good plea- 
sure of God to work by means ; to ac- 
complish the purposes of his providence 
by human instrumentality. If, then, 
we would attain the end, we must use 
the means. “ It is good always to be 
zealously affected in a good cause ;” 
and what cause can more imperiously 
demand our warmest zeal than the 
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welfare of the Redeemer’s church, 
which was “ purchased by his blood ?” 
Brethren, to you we look.—In the 
name of our common faith, our common 
hopes, and, above all, of our common 
Lord, we ask your prayers, and your 
co-operation, “ Pray 
the vineyard, that he would send forth 
labourers into his field,” and that he 
would crown their labours with an 
abundant harvest. In dependence on 
that aid which he has promised to the 
prayer of faith, diligently use your own 
exertions for the establishment of that 
church, which in your infancy received 
you into her bosom, or, in maturer 
years, admitted you to her altar. She 
has a claim on your affections and on 
vour aid. She is the church of your 
Fathers: in her faith they were bap- 
tized, and lived, and died; in her words 
they presented their petitions before 
God; at Aer altar they knelt, and her 
solemn services consecrated their com- 
mitment to the grave. 

It is not, however, on the feelings of 
nature, the tender recollections of filial 
piety, that we would rest her claims. 
tn herseif she is worthy of your affec- 
tion and support. Her ministry is 
apostolic; her constitution is primi- 
tive; her services are fervent and ani- 
mated, yet chastened and reverential ; 
her doctrines are the doctrines of the 
Bible, the doctrines of the Cross ; her 
only ofjcet is the promotion of “ pure 
and undefiled religion.” Such, bre- 
thren, is the church in whose establish- 
ment we ask your aid. 

Bretliren, you act, not only for your- 
selves, but also for those who will suc- 
ceed you. In laying the foundation, 
and raising the goodly fabric of our 
Zion, you w vill be engaged i in a work for 
which. posterity will bless your memo- 
ry. When you shall be laid low in the 
grave, your children, and your chil- 
dren’s children will think on you with 
gratitude.  Zhey will reap fruits of 
riyhteousness, and joy, and peace, from 
that very seed which you will cast into 
the ground, and on which you will in- 
voke the blessing of the Most High. 

We are aware, brethren, that there 
are difficulties to be encountered. Your 
number is small, and the individuals 
‘omposing that number are perhaps 
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scattered. But be not disheartened. 
These obstacles are not insurmount- 
able. Despondence itself must become 
sanguine when it inspects the record of 
our past proceedings. Incredulity it- 
self must believe that he who “ hath 
thus begun among us a good work, 
will perform it” unto the end. 

However small, then, be your number 
in each vicinity, ‘let that small number 
be embodied. The Master whom you 
serve declared, that  wheresoever even 
two or three should be gathered together 
in his name, there would he be in the 
midst of them.” Make the experiment. 
Fear not even though you be “a Jittle 
flock.” The “ Great Shepherd of the 
sheep,” whe “laid down his life” for 
their sakes, can augment your number, 
and cause you “ to go in and out and 
find pasture.” Under the strong con- 
victions of duty, and in your Master’s 
name,set up the standard of the church. 
It will be hailed with joy by many an 
eye now dim with age, that once gazed 
upon it with youthful rapture ; and it 
will perhaps allure to the Great “ Cap- 
tain of your salvation,” many who are 
now engaged in the service of “ the 
world, the flesh, and the devil.” 

Brethren, we invite and entreat your 
free and full communications on all 
points connected with the situation, the 
wants, and the prospects of the church 
in your respective vicinities. A know- 
ledge of the actual state and necessities 
of the church is indispensable, in order 
to the amelioration of the ene, and the 
rclief of the other. Any counsel or aid 
in the furtherance of your exertions 
which the providence of God may place 
in our power, shall be cheerfully ac 
corded. 

At a crisis like the present, brethren. 
when the church of our fathers in this 
state is for the first time concentrating 
her energies, and assuming an organiz- 
ed form, it will not, we trust, be re- 
garded as an indication of sectarian 
narrowness, but as a suggestion of pru- 
dence and of duty, when we remind 
you of the exclusive claims which your 
own Zion (especially under existing 
circumstances) has upon your liberali- 
ty. Her wants are now various and 
pressing. [er very existence depends 
All the 


on your willing contributions. 
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surplus of your means would not be 
more than adequate to the supply of 
her necessities. ‘l’o the supply of these, 
and these only, let that surplus now be 
devoted. We wish you not wholly to 
confine your charities, either temporal 
or spiritual, within the pale of your 
own communion, but there, at the least, 
let them Jdegin. ‘Turn not the stream 
of your benevolence into many and va- 
rious channels, until it has first fully 
watered and refreshed your own en- 
closure; then, when this is accom- 
plished, let it also extend its refreshing 
influence to others. It is doubuess our 
duty, “as we have opportunity, to do 
good unto a// men,” but it is epectally 
our duty to do good to those who are of 
the same “ household of faith.” The 
apostle has stigmatized as “ a denier of 
the faith, as worse than an infidel,” the 
man who “ provides not for those of his 
own household,” and the remark is not 
more justly applicable to the nataral 
than it is tothe spiritual family. To 
the support then of that spiritual family 
with which you are connected, first 
contribute with a devoted heart and a 
willing hand; when its wants are fully 
supplied, then seek another depository 
for your contributions to the cause of 
God. 

In conclusion, brethren, suffer us 
once more to entreat your zealous co- 
operation in this “ work of faith and 
labour of love,” and especially your 
union with us in fervent prayer to our 
common Lord, that he would indeed es- 
tablish our Zion on “ the Rock of 
Ages;” that he would “ make fast the 
bars of her gates, and bless her chil- 
dren in her ;” that he would make her 
‘¢ an eternal excellency, a joy of many 
generations.” 

“ We commend you to God, and to 
the word of his grace, which is able to 
build you up, and to give you an in- 
heritance among them that are sancti- 
fied through the faith that is in Christ 
Jesus.” 

N. B. Communications relative to 
the state or prospect of the church, may 
be addressed either to the secretary of 
the convention, Dr. Thomas I. Wray, 
Augusta, or the president of the stand- 
ing committee, the Rev. Hugh Smith, 
Augusta. 

Vou. VII. 
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On motion, it was resolved, that the 
Right Rev. N., Bowen, D. D. bishop of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
state of South-Carolina, be, and hereby 
is, respectfully invited by this convention 
to perform episcopal offices in this state, 
under the regulations prescribed by the 
20th canon of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States of Ameri- 
ca; and that a copy of this resolution 
be addressed to him by the secretary of 
this convention. 


The following articles are appended 
to the journal of the above convention: 


Constitution of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the State of Geore 
gia; 

As it was unanimously adopted by a 
convention of the said church, holden 
in the city of Augusta, oh the 28th 
day of February, 1823: provided, 
however, that nothing therein con- 
tained shall be so construed as to con- 
travene any part ef the constitution 
or canons of the Protestant Eprsco- 
pal Church in the United States of 
America. 


Article 1st.—The several congrega- 
tions of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in this state, now represented 
in this convention, shall be considered 
as one church or diocess ; to be known 
and designated by the name of the 
“ Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
State of Georgia,” with a view to an 
union with the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States of Ame- 
rica. 

Art. 2d.—Any congregation of said 
church in this state, not now repre- 
sented in this convention, by making 
application to the convention for ad- 
mission, shall, on acceding to this con- 
stitution, be received into union with 
this church or diocess. 

Art. 3d.—A convention of this church 
shall be held on the third Monday in 
April, 1824, and on the same day of 
each succeeding year, at such place as 
the previous convention may appoint : 
provided, however, that no convention 
shall be opened for the transaction of 
business, unless there be present at 
least two clergymen, and delegates from 
two congregations. And in case no 
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convention be formed, the standing of- 
ficers of the last convention shall hold 
their respective offices until successors 
shall be appointed. 

Art. 4th.—All clergymen of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church, of regular 
standing, residing and statedly officiat- 
ing in this state, shall be considered 
tex officio) members of the convention. 

vach congregation in union with this 
church shall be entitled to a represen- 
tation by one lay delegate, or more, at 
discretion, not exceeding three; to be 
appointed by the church-wardens and 
vestry of the congregation to which 
such delegate or delegates may respec- 
tively belong. 

Art. 5th.—Every convention shall 
be opened with divine service anda 
sermon; the preacher to be appointed 
by the previous convention, 

Art. 6th.—The convention shall de- 
liberate and act as one body, unless 
when any member shall call for a divi- 
sion on any question; in which case 
each clerical member shall be entitled 
to one vote, and the lay delegates of 
each congregation jointly to one vote : 
and a majority of both orders shall be 
necessary to a division. 

Art. 7th.— At every meeting of the 
convention, a president shall be chosen 
from among the clergy, until a bishop 
be appointed for the diocess, who shall 
then be (ex officio) president of the 
conveniion. 

Art. 8th.—At each annual meeting 
of the convention, a secretary and trea- 
surer shall be chosen from among the 
members thereof, each to hold his re- 
spective office until the next annual 
convention. 

Art. 9th.—A standing committee 
shall be chosen at each annua} meeting 
of the convention, to consist of three 
clerical and three lay members; of the 
time and place of whose meetings due 
notice in writing shall be given to all 
the members thereof, at least four 
weeks before the time of such meeting. 
At a meeting thus notified, any four 
members (provided one be a clergy- 
man ) shall form a quorum. 

The standing committee shall meet 
as soon as practicable after their elec- 
tion, and choose a president and secre- 
tary from among their own number; 
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and it shall be the duty of the president 
to call a meeting of the committee when- 
ever he shall deem it necessary, or 
whenever he shall be required so to do 
by any three or more members of the 
committee. 

The standing committee shall have 
power to call special conventions of 
this chureh whenever peculiar circum- 
stances may render it necessary: pro- 
vided at least four weeks notice of the 
time and place of holding such conven- 
tion, shall be given in writing to all the 
clergymen, and all the congregations 
connected with this ehurch. 

The general powers and duties of the 
committee shall be such as are desig- 
nated by the general constitution of the 
church. 

Art. 10th.—The convention shall in 
all cases elect its officers by ballot, each 
clergyman to be entitled to one vote, 
and each congregation to one vote, to 
be expressed by its delegation. 

Art. 11th.—After the close of this 
convention, no alteration of this consti- 
tution shall be made, but at an annual 
meeting of the convention; and then, 
only with the concurrence of at least 
two thirds of the members present. 


ene 


Canons of the Protestant Episcopat 
Church in the State of Georgia, 
passed in the first Convention of said 
Church, in February, 1823. 


Canon ist.—Whenever any number 
of persons in this state shall associate 
to form an episcopal church, and shall 
elect two wardens, and any number of 
vestrymen at discretion ; and shail pro- 
perly signify their association for this 
purpose, to the officers of the standing 
committee, or to the bishop, if there be 
one, they shall be recognized as an epis- 
copal congregation duly organized, sub- 
ject, however, to the usual discipline of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
this state; and it is hereby recommend- 
ed to all congregations that may be thus 
organized, to obtain as early as possi- 
ble a legislative act of incorporation. 

Canon 2d.—Whenever a specialcon- 
vention of this church shall be called, it 
shall be the duty of the president of the- 
Standing committee, in giving notice 0‘ 
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the meeting, to specify the business for 
which such convention is called. 

Canon 3d.—It is hereby required, 
that every settled minister of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in this state, 
shall keep an accurate register of the 
marriages, baptisms, and funerals he 
has solemnized during the last year, 
stating the names of the parties mar- 
ried, and the date of the marriage; the 
date of the child’s birth and baptisin, 
with the names of the parents and 
sponsors ; the names of the persons in- 
terred, and also the names of the com- 
municants of his church; and that he 
shall render to the convention, at each 
annual meeting, a written account of 
the same. 

Canon 4th.—Each church duly re- 
presented in this convention shall pay, 
or cause to be paid, inte the hands of 
the treasurer of the convention, the 
sum of fifteen dollars annually, for de- 
fraying the incidental expenses of the 
convention. 


Constitution of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Society for the General Ad- 
vancement of Christianity in the 
State of Georgia. 


Article 1st.—This society shall be 
denominated “ The Protestant Episco- 
pal Society for the General Advance- 
ment of Christianity in the State of 
Georgia.” 

Art. 2d.—The objects of the society 
shall be the extension of the ordinances 
of the church to its destitute members 
in the different parts of the state, and 
the distribution of Prayer Books and 
religious tracts. 

Art. 3d.—The society shall be com- 
posed of such members of the conven- 
tion, for the time being, and other per- 
sons, as shall have complied with the 
terms of membership, 

The payment of two dollars annually 
shall entitle te membership; or the 
payment of ten dollars at any one time 
shall constitute a person a member for 
life. , 

Art. 4th.—Of the amount of life sub- 
scriptions, only one fourth shall be 
placed in the disposable fund; the 
other three fourths shall constitute a 
permanent fund, which shall be pro- 
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perly invested as soon asitshall amount 
to one hundred dollars, and of which 
the interest only shall be annually add- 
ed to the disposable fund. Not more 
than one fourth of the annual disposa- 
ble fund shall be expended in the pur- 
chase of Prayer Books and tracts; the 
other three fourths, if required, shall be 
devoted to missionary purposes. 

Art. 5th.—The standing committee 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
this state, for the time being, shall con- 
stitute a board of trust for this society. 
The president and secretary of that 
committee shall be respectively the 
president and secretary of this society. 
and the treasurer of the convention shall 
be its treasurer. 

Art. 6th.—There shall be an annual 
meeting of this society, at the place ap- 
pointed for the annual convention of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
this state, at five o’clock p. m. of the 
first day of the meeting of the conven- 
tion—due notice of which shall be 
given to all the members, 

Art. 7th.—-The society shall annuak 
ly present to the convention an account 
of its proceedings. 

Art. 8th.—The constitution of this 
society may be altered by the vote of a 
majority of the members present at 
any annual meeting. 


N. B. Communications te the so- 
ciety during the present year, must be 
addressed either to the Rev. Hugh 
Smith, Augusta, president of the socie- 
ty; or to Edward F. Campbell, esq. 
Augusta, the secretary. Donations or 
subscriptions to the society may be for- 
warded to either of these gentlemen, or 
to Dr. J. B. Read, Savannah, the trea- 
surer of the society. 


For the Christian Journai. 


Convention of Maryland. 


[We congrstulste the Protestant €piscepal 
Chureh at large; we congratalite the dioccss 
of Maryland, and its highly estimable bishop, 
on the result anucunced m the following 
communication. } 


In the diocess of Maryland censi- 
derable excitement had been produced 
by an attempt to establish a diocesan 
seminary, independent of the General 
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Theological Seminary located in New- 
York; and during the last year much 
discussion had taken place on the sub- 
ject. The church was therefore pre- 
pared to express her sentiments on this 
point; and a body of laymen, of high 
character and of commanding talents, 
appeared in the convention. ‘The cler- 
gy too were more numerous than at the 
former meeting. ‘The result of their 
deliberations was, that the seminary 
was discontinued, and the obligation 
on the part of those who had subscribed 
obliterated. 


{ The following was pollished Caring the meet- 
ing of the Convention | 


To the Clerical and Lay Members of 
the Convention of the Diceess of 
Maryland. 


Pernars no conveniion of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Charch of Maryland 
ever met under circumstances so inter- 
esting as those under which you as- 
semble. In deciding the question of a 
diocesan school, you are to decide a 
point involving the most momentous 
consequences to your own diocess, and 
to the Protestant Episcopal Church at 
large; and the eyes of that church are 
upon you. 

The diocess of Maryland is one of 
the most important in the union. The 
whole state regularly divided into pa- 
rishes, and subdivided into chapels; 
the bulk of the population originally 
episcopal ; past recollections still oper- 
ating with many in favour of the church 
of their fathers; with a clergy active, 
pious, and zealous; with a laity infe- 
rior to those in no diocess, in intelli- 
gence, in attachment to the church, and 
in attention to her concerns; with a 
bishop whom to know is to revere for 
apostolic and primitive piety; for a 
heart frank and generous, and that 
knows no guile; for an intellect clear 
and vigorous; and for that theological 
knowledge which is derived from the 
pure fountain of primitive truth: assi- 
duous, faithful, unwearied in his duties 
—what a happy diocess might be that 
of Maryland? She might indeed be a fair 
place—the joy of her sister churches. 
Alas! she now excites their deepest 
sorrow and solicitude. For division 


distracts her councils, embitters the 
tempers of her members, arrays bro- 
ther against brother, layman against 
layman, clergyman against clergyman, 
and a majority of the convention against 
their bishop! Ifthe sainted Ignatius, 
he who drew his lessons from the be- 
loved disciple, he to whom Christians 
appeal to for testimony to the divinity 
of their Master, and of whom church- 
men boast as a decisive witness to their 
apostolic episcopacy—if he were now 
to come among you, would he not, with 
even more earnestness than he did to 
the church at Smyrna, direct to you the 
admonition—* Do nothing of what be- 
longs to the church without the bi- 
shop?” 

And what is it which thus raises 
among you this fell demon of discord ? 
Would it be believed, that when, after 
years of ineffectual effort, and of dis- 
traction, and of division, the highest 
authority of the church with unprece- 
dented unanimity had established a ge- 
neral theological school, uniting in its 
behalf the wishes, the prayers, and the 
efforts of the whole church; organized 
on the most fair and just principles, 
giving to every diocess an influence 
proportionate to its members and its 
contributions—when every friend of 
the church indulged the hope that its 
efforts and its wealth, liberally devoted 
to this seminary, would secure for her 
a learned and pious clergy, worthy of 
her high character, and would most 
powerfully advance her union and her 
peace—would it be believed, that this 
would be chosen as the moment to 
establish a diocesan seminary in the 
state of Maryland ?—thus frustrating 
the hope so piously and ardently che- 
rished, of union in the counsels of the 
church, and the efforts of her members, 
on the great subject of theological edu- 
cation. 

Is this measure constitutional? Ad- 
mitting the original right of each dio- 
cess to establish a theological seminary, 
may it not be argued with some plau- 
sibility, that this right was controlled 
by the act of the General Convention 
establishing a general institution ? Un- 
less we admit that the acts of this body 
are paramount to diocesan legislation, 
there is an end to the general govern; 
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ment of the church. Now, neither in 
the constitution establishing the ge- 
neral seminary at New-York, nor in 
any act of the convention which framed 
the constitution, is there any recogni- 
tion of diocesan seminaries. On the 
contrary, the constitution giving power 
to establish branch schools, would seem 
to sanction the*opinion that diocesan 
schools were precluded. Not so, in the 
case of the diocesan school at New- 
York: that was a measure contem- 
plated before the establishment of any 
general seminary. And when the ge- 
neral seminary was removed from 
New-York to New-Haven, there was 
an express declaration by New-York, 
of her intention to establish a seminary; 
and recognition on the part of the bi- 
shops of her right so to do. And one 
great reason for this measure was, that 
the former constitution of the general 
seminary was not framed on fair and 
just principles. This objection is re- 
moved by the present constitution; and 
New-York gave up her local views, 
and cordially united in the general in- 
stitution. ‘The cases of Maryland and 
New-York then are not similar. 

Is a diocesan school in Maryland Ex- 
PEDIENT ? 

It is wanted—You have scarcely any 
candidates to educate, and have not the 
prospect of many. 

But admitting that you had, is it best, 
as some say, to educate them at home? 
Surely no: in the general seminary, 
mixing with students from various parts 
of the union, would not the minds and 
the views of your candidates be en- 
larged ? and would it not be of impor- 
tance to them to form acquaintances 
and friends among those who, in vari- 
ous parts of the church, are to be their 
future associates in the ministry ? 

Have you funds for a seminary ? 
Suppose that you have; are there not 
more urgent objects, and more immedi- 
ately important—the support of your 
clergy, the erection and repair of your 
churches, to which these funds might 
be devoted ? 

Can you expect your seminary, in 
any degree, to equal the general semi- 
nary ?—Surely not—neither in funds, 
nor in number of professors, nor of stu- 
dents. And will Maryland be content 
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with an institution whose lustre will be 
thus eclipsed ? 

Do you object to the expense at 
New-York ?—But, in a short time, such 
provision, it is expected, will be made, 
by furnishing a house for boarding the 
students, that the expenses there will 
be very inconsiderable. 

Do you fear that your candidates 
will receive an erroneous bias in their 
theological views and feelings? What! 
can you not trust a seminary, the trus- 
tees of which are the bishops of the 
church, and clergymen and laymen no- 
minated by the state conventions, and 
approved of by the General Conven- 
tion? is not a leading prefessor in 
that seminary a clergyman, whom you 
have thought of procuring for your di- 
ocesan seminary? Ask the students, 
whether any attempt is made unduly 
to influence them on the religious to- 
pics that divide the church? In the 
city of New-York there are, and pro- 
bably always will be, clergy of differ- 
ent theological views ; and the students 
have a fair opportunity of judging and 
choosing for themselves. Besides, nay 
there not be a change in Maryland, 
and the diocesan seminary fall under 
the control of those who maintain dif- 
Serent sentiments from its founders ? 

I beseech you then pause before the 
step be taken, that in a degree will sun- 
der you from the church in the Union; 
that will held up the diocess of Mary- 
land, a degraded and disgusting spec- 
tacle, the scoff of her enemies, the ob- 
ject of commiseration and grief to her 
friends—torn by divisions, a majority 
of her clergy and laity acting in direct 
opposition to their bishop, and a re- 
spectable minority of their brethren. 
Listen to healing counsels—postpone 
at least the measure of a diocesan se- 
minary, till the operation and charac- 
ter of the general one be fully ascer- 
tained. Destroy not at once the hope 
so ardently cherished, that the mem- 
bers of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States, concentrating their 
efforts in favour of a general institution, 
thus constitute a bond of union and of 
strength, and raise a proud monument 
of their zeal and liberality ; and in pro- 
viding a learned and pious clergy, would 
secure, uncer the blessing of her Di- 
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vine Head, her purity and her sound- 
ness, and her prosperity to the latest 


generations— They shall prosper that 
love her.” 


A Churchman. 








For the Christian Journal. 


Communication. 


Tue. triennial General Convention 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States, met in Philadelphia, 
on ‘Tuesday, the 20th May, 1823, and 
adjourned on Monday the 26th. In 
the house of bishops there were seven 
attending members; the Bishop of New- 
York being absent from indisposition, 
the Bishop of Virginia, from sickness 
in his family, and the Bishop of Ohio, 
from the impracticability of his at pre- 
sent undertaking the journey. ‘The 
house of clerical and lay deputies con- 
sisted of about forty clergymen, and 
about half that number of laymen. A 
large number of visiting clergy was 
also present. ‘The introductory dis- 
course was by the Right Rev. Bishop 
Croes, of New-Jersey. Interesting re- 
ports were received on the state of the 
church, and from the General Theolo- 
gical Seminary, and the Domestic and 
Foreign Missionary Society. The pro- 
posed alteration of the constitution of 
the church, which leaves to every Con- 
vention the fixing of the particular time 
in the third year following, for the meet- 
ing of the next, was effected. A com- 
mittee was appointed to report to the 
next Convention, if any, and if any, 
what, alterations it is proper to make 
in, or additions to, the psalms and 
hymns in metre. 

As the Christian Journal will, doubt- 
less, give the usual abstract of the pro- 
ceedings of this Convention, any far- 
ther notice of them at present is unne- 
cessary. The writer, however, having 
been a witness of tbe proceedings, can- 
not forbear noticing two or three cir- 
cumstances which contributed much to 
the general gratification he experi- 
enced. 

The first is the harmony, and mutual 
respect and good will, with which the 
whole business was conducted. As was 
naturally to have been expected, sub- 


jects were introduced on which there 
was difference of opinion honestly en. 
tertained, andon which different sides: 
were earnestly supported. But there 
were evident, throughout, the kind and: 
conciliatory feelings of the disciples of 
Christ, engaged in their Master’s cause. 
This is as it should be; and that it may 
always be so, every true {riend of reli- 
gion and the church should earnestly 
pray to that Holy Spirit, from whom 
alone come leve, peace, and longsuf- 
fering. 

It was also evident, from the tenor 
of the remarks to which one or two 
of the topics led, that the venerable 
and evangelical services of our church 
have a strong hoid in the aflections 
of her ministers and members, which 
promises security against all efforts 
at innovation. It is true, indeed, 
steps were taken with the view of im- 
provement in the metre singing of our 
church. It is obvious, however, that 
this is a department of public wor- 
ship -vhich has received less attention, 
both in our mother-church and our 
own, than any other. In the former, 
indeed, there has never been positive 
legislation on the subject. Metrical 
worship is, comparatively, of modern 
date. It was allowed by act of parlia- 
ment, without any particular provision 
for its performance ; and upon this ge- 
neral allowance has been grafted, from 
time to time, the permission of cer- 
tain particular versions of psalms and 
hymns, to such congregations as chose 
to receive the same. 

This is all that has been done on the 
subject in the church of England. It 
is to be accounted for by the fact, that 
metre singing was never considered as 
a stated part of the worship of that 
church, but only admitted, out of com- 
pliance with puritanical prejudices, as 
an occasional exercise. ‘Time and cir- 
cumstances, however, have changed its 
character, and it now ranks high as 
both an interesting and important 
branch of divine service ; the only one, 
in fact, in many churches, which is set 
to music. It has, therefore, been, very 
properly, made a subject of legislation 
in our church. Considering, however, 
that this never was the case in the 
church of England; that, consequent- 
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ly, the American church had not the 
advantage of any order on the subject 
set forth by the authority of the mo- 
ther-church; and that this was sub- 
mitted to no farther consideration than 
those services which possessed the for- 
mal sanction and appointment of that 
church; it is obvious that less careful 
provision has been made for this de- 
partment of public wership, than for 
any other. It was, therefore, thought 
that a distinction might be drawn be- 
tween this and the other offices in our 
book of Common Prayer; and that it 
might be subjected to a review in per- 
fect consistency with a reluctance to 
any effort at change in them. 

It is gratifying, however, to see the 
caution with which even this has been 
done. ‘The committee consists of the 
three orders of bishops, clergy, and 
laity. Each order must be represented 
at every meeting. Anda concurrence 
of the three is necessary to a decision. 
With these guards, the church has every 
security that the important business in- 
trusted to that committee will be pro- 
secuted with proper deliberation, and 
be brought to an issue both aeceptable 
and creditable to the church. 

Another gratifying circumstance in 
the proceedings of the late convention, 
is the evidence they afforded of a deter- 
mination on the part of that body to ex- 
clude all objects but those which neces- 
sarily arise out of its character as the 
legislature of our church, and the con- 
stituted mean of collecting and disse- 
minating intelligence on its concerns. 
This is a most wholesome principle. 
{t shuts out sources of perpetual dis- 
cussion, and is one of the best securi- 
ties for the continuance of the unity and 
harmony which, through the blessing of 
God, have thus far characterized our 
ecclesiastical councils. 

During the session of the convention, 
the triennial meeting of the Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary Society, and 
the annual meeting of its directors, 
were held. Among other business, ar- 
rangements were made for aiding the 
diocesses of Delaware, Georgia, and 
Ohio, in the support of missionaries, 
and for establishing missions at St. Au- 
gustine and Pensacola, Florida, and, 
4s means may be obtained, in other 
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parts of the states and territories in 
which the church is not organized. 
The triennial sermon for the benefit 
of the society was preached in St. Pe- 
ter’s church, Philadelphia, Friday, May 
23d, 1823. Morning prayer by the 
Rev. Ashbel Baldwin, of Connecticut. 


Consecration of Bishop Ravenscroft. 


On Thursday, May 22d, 1823, dur- 
ing the session of the late General Con- 
vention, in St. Paul’s church, Philadel- 
phia, the Rev. John Stark Ravenscroft, 
elected to the episcopate of North-Ca- 
rolina, was consecratéd a bishop by 
the Right Rev. Bishop White, of Penn- 
sylvania, presiding bishop; the Right 
Rev. Bishop Griswold, of the eastern 
diocess, the Right Rev. Bishop Kemp, 
of Maryland, the Right Rev. Bishop 
Croes, of New-Jersey, the Right Rev. 
Bishop Bowen, of South-Carolina, and 
the Right Rev: Bishop Brownell, of 
Connecticut, being present and assist- 
ing. Morning prayer was read by the 
Rev. William M. Green, of North-Ca- 
rolina, and the sermon preached by 
the Right Rev. Bishop Griswold. 


Ordinations. 

On Wednesday, May 14th, 1823, in 
St. Paul’s chapel, in this city, Mr. Au- 
gustus L. Converse, late a student in 
the General Theological Seminary, was 
admitted by the Right Rev. Bishop Ho- 
bart, to the holy order of deacons. 
Morning prayer was read, and the ex- 
hortation delivered, by the Rev. Ben- 
jamin T. Onderdonk, an assistant mi- 
nister of Trinity church, New-York. . 

On the first Sunday after Trinity, 
June Ist, 1823, in St. Luke’s church, 
in this city, Mr. Orsimus H. Smith, late 
a student in the Branch Theological 
School, at Geneva, was admitted, by 
the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, to the 
holy order of deacons. Morning prayer 
was read, and the sermon preached, by 
the Rev. George Upfold, M. D. rector 
of St. Luke’s. 


Confirmation. 
On Sunday, the 13th of April, 1823, 
the holy rite of confirmation was admi- 
nistered in Christ church, Savannah, 
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Georgia, by the Right Rev. Bishop 
Bowen, who has been invited, agreea- 
bly to the provisions of the 20th canon, 
to perform episcopal offices in the dio- 
cess of Georgia.—On this occasion, 
morning prayer was conducted by the 
Rey. Mr. Hanckell, of South-Carolina, 
and an appropriate sermon delivered 
by the bishop.—After the service of 
confirmation, the bishop also delivered 
a solemn and impressive address to 
those who had just received that holy 
rite at his hands.—The number con- 
firmed was eighty-four. 
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For the Christian Journal. 


Alterations in the Statutes of the Ge- 
neral Seminary. 


Ar the late meeting of the trustees 
of the General Theological Seminary 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
two alierations were made in the sta- 
tutes :-— 

Sect. 1, of Chap. I. will now read as 
follows :—“ The board of trustees shall 
meet statedly in the city of New-York, 
on the fourth Tuesday in July in every 
year; except in the year of the stated 
meeting of the General Convention, 
when they shall meet on the Wednes- 
day of the week preceding the said 
meeting. Special meetings may be 
convened agreeably to the provisions 
of the fourth article of the constitution.” 

Sect. $,of Chap. VIII. will now read 
thus :—* At the close of the second 
session in each year, the students shall 
undergo an examination on their stu- 
dies, by the professors, in the presence 
of the board of trustees. But in the 
year of the meeting of the General 
Convention, this annual examination 
shall take place at the time of the stated 
meeting of the board of trustees. On 
the day after the examination is closed, 
there shall be a public commencement, 
at which such exercises shall be per- 
formed by the students as the faculty 
shall direct.” 
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Homily Society of St. Paul’s Church, 
Philadelphia. 

A sociery was last year instituted 
among the members of St.Paul’s church, 
Philadelphia, under the denomination 
of the * Homily Society of St. Paul’s 
church,” the object of which is the pub- 
lication and distribution of religious 
tracts, and more particularly of the 
homilies of the church. The first an- 
nual report of the society has been re- 
ceived, and we shall endeavour to find 
room for it hereafter. 
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For the Christian Journal. 
Lines written at Sunset. 


Until the day dawn, and the day-ster arise in 
your hearts. —2 Pet... 19. 

A beautiful cloud came over the west, 

All bright sud fair as the sun sunk to rest ; 

And « golden ray beamed out from the sky, 

Like the wiid-tire’s light that glimmer’d nigh, 


?T'was the sign of peace: on the heart it fell 

Like the mystic touch of the faéry spell ; 

Aud I said to myseii—* When hearts are at 
rest, 

Tis this pure flame that renders them blest.” 


But that cloud, that was lit by the orb of day, 

Was soon scatier’d afar, and had faded away. 

And the sun, that shone brightly, his task had 
done, 

And the ray, that beamed out in its splendour, 
was gone. 


And I said of such visious—“ their spells are 
soon broken— 

They are fair, but as false as the wild Indian’s 
token. 

Though they glow for a moment, their light is 
soon oer, 

And the heart, that was warmed, gropes in 
darkness once more.” 


But the ray, that descends from the regions 
above, 

Comes to light up the soul with the brightness 
of love. 

’ Tis from Bethlehem’s Star, through the clouds 
of our sin, 

That ray shives so bright on the darkness 
within. 


Then shine there, thou Star ofthe Holiest! 
shine, 

Till the heart be illumed by -thy splendour 
divine. 

And may this prove the brightness, by Provi- 
dence given, 

A foretaste alone of the splendour cf heaven. 

JULIAN. 


Lo Correspondents.—M. N. on the abuse of the term Christian—R. U. on 
Ecclesiastes v. 1.—and W.’s Letter on the organizing of a Church at Mayville; 


will appear in the number for July. 
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